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Mayor John T. O'Leary

O'Leary Seeks 
Assembly Seat

South Amboy's long-time, popular 
Mayor John T. O'Leary has made it official 
that he will seek the Democratic Party 
endorsement for Assemblyman in the 19th 
Legislative District.  O'Leary said that "I am 
running for Assembly because I recognize 
that people in the 19th District are hurting.  I 
can see the concerns in the eyes of the people 
I speak with everyday throughout our district.  
They are desperate for tax relief and for job 
opportunities.  As your staunch advocate in 
Trenton, I will work to end the run-away 
spending and promote sensible legislation 
that can really make a difference."

The Middlesex County Democratic 
Convention will be held on March 25th at The 
Forge in Woodbridge, where two candidates 
will be selected to represent the party in the 
upcoming election in November.  It will be 
interesting to see if the candidate who is not 
chosen will seek to run on his own.  

Highly-regarded Assemblyman John 
S. Wisniewski, who is the Deputy Assem-
bly Speaker, Transportation Committee 
Chairman, and the Sayreville Democratic 
Party's Municipal Chairman, is expected 
to receive party backing.    Assemblyman 
Joseph Vas, former Mayor of Perth Amboy 
is also contending for the County Democrats 
support. 

O'Leary said that he will concentrate 
on making our state more affordable to 
residents, as well as creating a better busi-
ness environment.  "I'm not running against 
anyone.  I'm running for a seat," he stated.  

Woodbridge To 
Serve South Amboy

Woodbridge Township had its animal-
control services contract renewed by the city 
of South Amboy.  The agreement for $4,000 
was reached for the second year in a row, and 
according to City Business Administrator, 
Camille Tooker, saves South Amboy $3,000, 
as the previous vendor charged $7,000.

South Amboy has an animal-control of-
ficer, who picks up lost, injured or abandoned 
pets, and transports them to the Woodbridge 
Animal Shelter, where they are kept for 7-12 
weeks before being put up for adoption.

The South Amboy Parade Committee celebrated the announcement of the Grand Marshals 
for this year’s St. Patrick Day Parade last month. Deputy Grand Marshal Tom Noble (l) 
and Grand Marshal John M. Donnelly (r) congratulate each other during the celebration.  
(Photo by Brian Stratton)

St. Pat’s Parade – March 14
The South Amboy Parade Committee 

is proud to announce that this year’s St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade will be held on Satur-
day, March 14, 2009 beginning at 2:00 p.m.  
The parade will include numerous bands 
including many pipe bands.

This year’s Grand Marshal will be John 
M. Donnelly, and Deputy Grand Marshal 
Thomas J. Noble.  We have attached their 
biographies.  They have served the com-
munity in many wonderful ways.  

The day begins with 9:00 a.m. Mass at 
St. Mary R.C. Church, Augusta Street fol-
lowed by the flag raising at South Amboy 
City Hall on Broadway at 10:00 a.m. Line 
up begins at 12:30 p.m.

The Parade Committee is comprised of 

members of the Irish American Association, 
the Ancient Order of Hibernians, the Fire 
Department, members of the Emerald Soci-
ety and local volunteers. Anyone wishing to 
volunteer to assist with the parade on parade 
day is welcome and can visit our website for 
information about the volunteer meeting.

Parade fundraisers will include this 
year’s annual commemorative button de-
signed by student, Monique Javelosa, a $5.00 
- 50/50 that will be drawn on March 14, 2009.  
We will host a “Hoist a Pint Night” at the 
Landmark on Broadway in South Amboy 
on March 12, 2009 from 7:00 p.m. to 11:00 
p.m.  Cost is $20.00.

For more information please visit our 
website at www.saparade.com .

New School In 
Sayreville

The Borough of Sayreville will be get-
ting a new public school in September, for 
children with autism or similar behavioral 
disabilities.  The school which will be known 
as The Center for Lifelong Learning, will 
have room for 175 students.  

The $28 million Center project was 
funded by county-guaranteed bonds from 
the Middlesex County Improvement Au-
thority.

An aquatic center for water therapy, 
an aquarium, and nature trail will also be 
provided for the students.  In addition there 
will be a playground for special-needs 
students, which was funded through a most 
generous donation of $100,000 from the Old 
Bridge-Sayreville Rotary Club.  Community 
members may also use the playground. 

New Traffic Light
The City of South Amboy will soon 

have a new traffic light on the corner of 
South Broadway and Bordentown Avenue.  
City officials had tried to get a light at this 
very busy intersection, but did not meet state 
Department of Transportation standards until 
recently.  Since the Waterfront Park was built, 
along with all of the other construction and 
building near the bay, traffic has increased 
greatly at the intersection.  Mayor John T. 
O'Leary said that he hopes the light will be 
in the ground by early spring.

Stock Dies At 74
Art Stock, 74, formerly of Sayreville 

died on Jan. 25.  He was the owner of popular, 
local night clubs, and at one time possessed 
14.  For a generation, Stock's clubs in Central 
Jersey catered to the party people, and those 
who loved dancing and the night life.  The 
establishments were famous for the finest 
in live band entertainment, and outrageous 
dancing.

Locally on Route 35 North, he owned 
The Foxy Lady in Morgan, Colonel's Garter 
in South Amboy, and The Playpen in the 
Melrose section of Sayreville.  Other notable 
Stock businesses included The Royal Manor 
North in North Brunswick, The Royal Manor 
South in Wall, and Birch Hill in Old Bridge.  
Art Stock will always be famous for his role 
in local nightlife. 

Donald Rzepka

Rzepka Wins Award
Donald Rzepka, owner of Al's Auto 

Body & Towing Service recently entered 
an elite network of towing professionals 

known as the Order of the Towman.  The 
Ceremony of Passage and the Pinning of the 
Cross of the Order of Towman took place in 
Baltimore, Maryland, as part of the Annual 
American Towman Exposition sponsored by 
the American Towman Magazine.

Those professionals who receive the 
Cross of the Order take an oath to continue 
their unparalleled dedication to their towns.  
Much of the work these towmen perform 
are accident-related tows, dispatched by the 
town police department.  The Cross of Order 
depicts a hand pulling back an arrow from a 
bow, the bottom of the bow is in the shape of 
a tow hook being grabbed by another hand.  
Beside it is a Latin inscription, "Intendo 
Fidelis," which means, "Aim True."  

The Order of the Towman is the indus-
try's most prestigious award honoring those 
who have exemplified an extreme dedication 
to the towing trade and the community they 
serve.  Donald Rzepka has been serving the 
Sayreville and South Amboy communities 
for almost 40 years now.  Congratulations!

Firefighters Helping Firefighters
Firefighters Helping Firefighters, 501-

C3 Corporation, which is a newly formed 
state organization created to raise money to 
help less fortunate brother firefighters, will 
hold its first fundraiser of the new year on 
March 6th.  This year, they will be honoring 
Morgan Hose & Chemical Company, Sayre-
ville Fire Dept. firefighter, Christian McCar-
thy, who is battling a serious illness.

The organization will sponsor a Comedy 
Night featuring "The Reverend" Bob Levy at 
Royal Albert's Palace, Main Ballroom, 1050 
King George Post Road in the Fords section 
of Woodbridge.  Tickets are $40 including 
the show and a buffet dinner.  Doors will 
open at 6 p.m.  The show is expected to 
begin at 8 p.m.

Tickets can be ordered by calling 732-
242-9273.  Leave a message and someone 
will return your call.  If groups are consider-
ing sitting together, please order the tickets 
at the same time.  Tables of 10 can be ac-
commodated, but smaller groups can also 
be seated together at the same table.  Please 
order your tickets early, so we can oblige all 
seating requests.

Any questions concerning Firefighters 
Helping Firefighters, please call Frank Gia-
colone at 732-600-4905 or leave a message 
on the answering machine at 732-242-9273.  
Tickets can also be ordered by sending a 
check to Firefighters Helping Firefighters, 
PO Box 3297, South Amboy, NJ 08879.

McCarrick Honors 
Four Alumni

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary’s High 
School will host an Alumni Dinner and 
Evening of Recognition.  This year the 
honorees will be Chris Grevesen Class of 
1973; Peter Kenny Class of 1971; Thomas 
Pristavec Class of 1957; and Rosanne Cross 
Savoi Class of 1965.

The dinner will be held at The Forge, 
Woodbridge from 6:00p.m. to 10:00p.m..  
For further information contact Maureen 
O’Leary Kemble at 732-721-0748 Ext. 243 
or mkemble@cardinalmccarrick.com.
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St. Mary's Pastor, Father Dennis Weezorak (l) waves goodbye, as he gets ready to leave 
for his sabbatical in Rome, where he will study for 3 months.  Father Kevin Duggan (r) 
becomes Administrator.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

Biesiada Writes Feature On Blair
South Amboy's Brittany Biesiada, a 

junior at Seton Hall University and Copy 
Editor of "The Setonian" school newspaper, 
recently co-wrote a front page feature story 
on former Prime Minister of Great Britain, 
Tony Blair who visited the campus.  The 
article was titled 'Prime' Time.  Congratula-
tions Brittany on a great job!
In Memoriam

Andrew Cross, 76, formerly of Melrose 
died recently.  He was in the U.S. Air Force 
during the Korean War and served at the 
Pentagon from 1951-55.  Andy was Assis-
tant Vice-President of the Amboy National 
Bank, retiring in 1996.  He was also former 
Chief of the Melrose Fire Co.  Rose Gid-
des, 89, formerly of South Amboy died on 
Jan. 12.  She and her husband Art owned 
Hillcrest Inn in South Amboy many years 
ago.  Lyle "Bob"/"Bucky" Buchberger, 80, 
of Parlin died on Jan. 12.  He was owner of 
Buchberger's Sunoco/Citgo from 1979-87.  
"Bucky" also was a coach/sponsor of the 
Sayreville Little League, a Cub Scout leader, 
and active in numerous local organizations.  
Joe Donnelly Sr., 81, of South Amboy died 
on Jan. 15.  He retired from his post as a 
Middlesex County Sheriff's Officer in 1989.  
Betty Reiner, 98, of South Amboy died on 
Jan. 15.  She and her husband Oscar, were the 
well-liked and respected owners of Reiner's 
Hardware on Broadway, in South Amboy 
for many years.  George Monks Sr., 85, of 
Parlin died on Jan. 16.  He worked 10 years 
for the Borough of Sayreville, and retired 20 
years ago.  George was Past Commander of 
Sayreville VFW Memorial Post 4699, Sayre-
ville.  Jess Dehnz Jr., 58, of Sayreville died 
on Jan. 21.  He worked for Komar & Sons 
from 1968-1986.  Paul was also a talented 
bass and saxophone player for The Dehnz 
Family Band, and in addition a member of 
the Sayreville Environmental Commission 

continued on page 20

Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1.In 1965, this Sacred Heart School 8th 

grader finished 48th place in the National 
Spelling Bee?  a.Eugene Cross b.Claire 
Kwiatkowski c.Barbara Liyana

2.Famous singer, Jon Bon Jovi grew 
up in this section of Sayreville?  a.Melrose 
b.Sherwood Forest c.Green Valley

3.Where was the South Amboy business, 
Kare Paint Co. located in '83?  a.South Ste-
vens Ave. b.Main St. c.South Feltus St. 

4.President of the Woodside Civic As-
sociation of Sayreville in 1975?  a.John Cic-
carone b.Frank Musarra c.Shirley Svenson

5.Served on the South Amboy Board of 
Education from 1958-68?  a.Andrew Smith 
b.Joseph Hermann c.Mary Stanovich

6.This construction company was lo-
cated on Deerfield Rd., Sayreville in '83?  
a.E & E Constuction b.Homes Plus c.Moe 
Contracting Co.

7.Appointed 2nd Ward Councilman, re-
placing Ermalinda Brown in '87?  a.Michael 
Charmello b.John Kelly c.Donald Thomas

8.Where was the Sayreville business, 
Consolidated Polymers Inc. located in 
1979?  a.Washington Rd. b.Jernee Mill Rd. 
c.Horseshoe Rd.

9.In 1990, this bar was located at 369 
Bordentown Ave., South Amboy?  a.Romeo's 
b.Korner Keg c.Night Light

10.In '82, this person was Sayreville's 
Superintendent of Parks?  a.Julian Ciecko 
b.Mickey Sedlak c.John McCormack

11.In 1986, this person succeeded 
Edmund Kaboski as Republican Municipal 
Chairperson?  a.John Baranowski b.Robert 
Hoffman c.Beverly Samuelson

12.Back in '73, this gift shop was located 
at the Mini Mall on Ernston Rd., Parlin?  
a.The Answer Box b.Soo San Oriental 
c.Lillian's

Answers
1c 2b 3c 4b 5b 6c 7a 8c 9b 10a 

11c 12a.
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 ★  Business of the Month  ★
South Amboy Jackson Hewitt

South Amboy Jackson Hewitt Tax Service In Your Neighborhood For Our Fourth 
Year

The South Amboy Jackson Hewitt 
Tax Service® office is once again open 
for your tax preparation needs in South 
Amboy.  Conveniently located at 137 
South Broadway, Suite A-1, between 
George Street and John Street, next 
door to the Post Office, the location is 
owned and operated by Ella Kushnir 
and Felix Shneiderovsky.  The office is 
open Monday through Friday from 9:00 
a.m. to 9:00 p.m. and Saturday from 9:00 
a.m. to 5 p.m. to serve customers who 
need individual federal and state income 
tax preparation services.  Walk-ins are 
welcome or appointments can be made 
by calling (732) 525-5666.  Drop-off 
service is also available for those clients 
that wish to leave their tax documents in 
the morning on their way to work and to 
stop by to finalize their return on their 
way home in the evening.

“We’re so excited to have the op-
portunity to provide residents of South 
Amboy with quality tax preparation and 
customer service through our new office,” 
says Felix Shneiderovsky.  “We’re ready 
to help area residents prepare and file their 
individual income tax returns.  With the 
economy the way it is, we want to make 
sure that taxpayers are taking advantage 
of all the credits and deductions they 
deserve to help make a positive impact 
on their bottom line.”

The Slowing U.S. economy continues 
to weigh heavy on the minds of many 
people. Unemployment has reached 
the highest percentage in years, layoffs 
and business closures continue and the 
housing market remains weak.  In 2008, 
lawmakers passed more than a hundred 
new tax law changes intended to help mil-
lions of individual taxpayers.   The South 
Amboy Jackson Hewitt Tax Service® 
encourages taxpayers to find out how these 
new tax credits and deductions can help 
lower their individual tax liability and 
possibly put more money back in their 
pockets this tax season. 

“Every year some taxpayers leave 
money on the table by failing to claim 
all of the tax benefits available to them,” 
says Ella Kushnir.  “Taxpayers affected 
by the many changes this year could see 
significant savings, and with the current 
recession, it is even more important that 
people get all of the tax benefits they 
deserve.” 

According to Mrs. Kushnir, some of 
the key money-saving tax law changes for 
2008, including the following:

Economic Stimulus Payment and 
Recovery Rebate Credit: This initiative 
is a two-phased program consisting of 
the economic stimulus payment and the 
recovery rebate credit.  Phase one was the 
economic stimulus payment which was 
an advanced payment of the projected 
amount of recovery rebate credit available 
on the taxpayer’s 2008 return.  Phase two 
is the 2008 component of the program, so 
taxpayers who did not receive their full 
economic stimulus payment in 2008 may 
qualify for the remainder as a Recovery 
Rebate Credit on their 2008 tax returns.   

Mortgage Debt Forgiveness Relief 

Act:  Homeowners who experienced 
foreclosure on their primary home can 
exclude the cancelled debt amount from 
their taxable income.  The home must 
be the taxpayer’s main residence, the 
amount of debt forgiven cannot exceed 
$2,000,000 and the loan must have been 
used to buy, build or substantially improve 
the home.

Housing Assistance Tax Act: Tax-
payers who pay real estate taxes and are 
not otherwise eligible to itemize deduc-
tions can increase their standard deduction 
amount by the lesser of real estate taxes 
paid in 2008 or $500 ($1,000 if married 
filing jointly).

Additional Child Tax Credit: The Ad-
ditional Child Tax Credit is a refundable 
credit. This year, the income threshold has 
been decreased to $8,500 from $12,050, 
allowing certain taxpayers to qualify for 
up to $533 more per child in a potential 
refund. 

First Time Homebuyers Credit: 
Taxpayers who purchased a new home 
for the first time after April 8, 2008, 
may qualify for a refundable credit up 
to $7,500.  Part of the American Hous-
ing Rescue and Foreclosure Prevention 
Act, this refundable tax credit works 
like an interest-free loan for all qualified 
taxpayers.  The credit must be paid back 
in equal parts over a period of 15 years 
beginning in 2010. 

Additionally, lawmakers also ex-
tended several expired tax benefits, 
including:

Tax-free charitable donations for 
taxpayers 70.5 or older who choose to 
direct up to a $100,000 donation from 
a traditional or Roth IRA directly to a 
charitable organization. 

A two-year extension of the Educator 
Expense Deduction which allows teach-
ers an above-the-line tax deduction of 
up to $250 for out-of-pocket classroom 
expenses.

A two-year extension of the Qualified 
Tuition Deduction which allows students 
to directly deduct up to $4,000 of quali-
fied tuition and fees paid to a college or 
trade school.  

A two–year extension to the sales 
tax deduction.  And Finally, taxpayers 
can claim the greater of their state and 
local income taxes paid or their state and 
local sales taxes paid when itemizing 
deductions.  This is of particular interest 
to taxpayers that live in states with little 
or no income tax and those that purchased 
high-ticket items during the year.

“These are just some of the changes 
in the tax laws this year,” added Ann 
Marie Woznica, Senior Tax Preparer.  
“Taxpayers should consult a trained tax 
preparer to ensure they don’t miss out on 
the benefits available as a result of these 
new credits and deductions or any other 
commonly overlooked deductions.”

To speak with a tax preparer, contact 
the South Amboy Jackson Hewitt Tax 
Service at (732) 525-5666 or visit our 
office at 137 South Broadway, Suite A-1, 
South Amboy, NJ 08879.
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Assemblymen John S. Wisniewski (l) and Joseph Vas (c) visited the Samsel Upper Elementary 
School recently.  TAG (Talented and Gifted) teacher, Grace Gabriele (r), speaks to the 
Assemblymen.  (Photo submitted by Michelle Doughty)

Yearbook-Hoffman 1959
By Tom Burkard

As the Harold G. Hoffman High School 
Class of 1959 went to school for the first 
day of their last year in September 1958, 
they probably cruised "The Pleasant Little 
City," listening to their AM radios, which 
undoubtedly played the top hit of the day, 
"Little Star" by The Elegants.

The Senior Class officers were Presi-
dent-James Brinamen, Vice-President-John 
Berry, Treasurer-Jim Gominger, Secre-
tary-Dolores Formoso.  The yearbook was 
dedicated to Gerard Anderson.  James Tustin 
was the School Superintendent; Joseph 
Vail-Principal; William Kurtz-Assistant 
Principal.

The Hoffman school body was shocked 
by the deaths of rock 'n' rollers Buddy Holly, 
Richie Valens and The Big Bopper, who died 
in a plane crash on Feb. 3, 1959.

A few popular teachers at the John Street 
school were Aldona Krakauskas, Donald 
Prayzich, and Dorothy Holliday.  Rosalie 
Mauro was the school nurse.

There were 26 graduates in the Class of 
'59 including Carol Berry, Joanne Costanzo, 
Judith Ciol, Ruth Disbrow, Stephen Disbrow, 
Betty Lou Ewtushek, Georgianna Galuska, 
James Gominger, James Harrigan, Thomas 
Harvey, Jean Jahnke, Edith Jakimowicz, 
Robert Kominkiewicz, Kenneth Murphy, 
Joan Rappleyea, Mary Ann Rydzewski, 
Suzanne Rumery, Jean Jahnke, Kenneth 

Murphy, Thomas Ryan, Joseph Turner, Lois 
Van Dusen.

The Senior Class officers were James 
Brinamen-President; John Berry-Vice Presi-
dent; Dolores Formoso-Secretary; James 
Gominger-Treasurer.

The star senior athletes included David 
Inman, Thomas Adams, John Berry, Brina-
men, Gominger and Thomas Wojciechowski.   
Formoso was captain of the cheerleaders.

The Hoffman High Minstrel Show was 
one of the social highlights of the school 
year.  

Some cute nicknames for the 59'ers 
were Barrels, Juge, Tush, Schultz, Butch, 
Della, and Gus. 

In 1959, Eisenhower was our president.  
Cuba's new dictator, Fidel Castro visited the 
U.S. in April.

Johnny Horton's "Battle of New Or-
leans" ruled the radio stations at graduation 
time in June.  Hoffman's Class of '59 was a 
small group of good people, with big hearts, 
who enjoyed good-old fashioned fun in our 
hometown. 

St. Patrick's Day
Raise A Pint

The South Amboy Irish-American As-
sociation will be holding its St. Patrick's 
Day Raise-A-Pint, and announcing their 
Irish "Person of the Year," Todd Norton, 
at Todd's Dugout, 200 South Stevens Ave., 
South Amboy on Friday, March 6, starting 
at 6 p.m. til ???

Cost is $10 per person and includes one 
complimentary drink and buffet.  The winner 
of the 333 raffle will be announced.
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Former Yankee pitching great and 2008 "Manager of the Year" for the Somerset Patriots 
baseball club, Sparky Lyle (l) and Emery Konick, Jr., (r) President of the New Jersey Sports 
Writers Association reminisced about the good old days at the Association's 73rd Anniversary 
Banquet at the Pines Manor in Edison.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)   

Baseball/Softball Registration

A History Of St.Patrick's Day 
Parade Grand Marshals

Frank Connolly Association-1976-
William "Doc" O'Leary 1977-Tom O'Brien 
1978-Robert Hackett.

The South Amboy Irish-American As-
sociation-1979-Frank Connolly 1980-James 
& Mary Lenahan 1981-Robert J. Hourahan 
1982-Allie Clark 1983-David P. Kelly 1984-
Alfie O'Connor 1985-Mary Powderly 1986-
William Coman 1987-Joe Crowe 1988-John 
Potthoff 1989-Edward Wallace 1990-John 
P. Kenny 1991-Jim Harvey 1992-George 

Shuler 1993-Neil Hourahan 1994-Jim 
"Red" O'Connell 1995-Ginny Tierney-In-
man 1996-Jack McCarthy 1997-William J. 
McDonnell 1998-Edward Semoneit 1999-
William J. Tierney 2000-Peter John Kenny 
2001-Mayor John T. O'Leary 2002-Jack 
O'Leary Sr. 2003-Dick Cronin, Joe Noble, 
Russ Stillwagon 2004-Geneva Kelly 2005-
Jim "Doc" Ryan 2006-Leo McCabe 2007-
Walter "Pete" Casey 2008-Elizabeth "Betty" 
Leveille 2009-John Donnelly Sr.

The South Amboy Youth Athletic As-
sociation is currently holding registration 
for Baseball/Softball for the upcoming 
season.  Registration forms can be picked up 

Mon.-Fri. from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. at the Senior 
Center on Stevens Ave., or by going online 
to: leaguelineup.comsayaa.  Deadline for all 
registrations is March 1.  Any questions, call 
Gene Reagan at 908-510-0385.
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Oh Baby, It's Cold Outside!
Photos By Tom Burkard

On Sunday, January 25. Cub Scout Pack 91 of South Amboy, held their 4th annual Pinewood 
Derby race.. The boy's made their cars from a block of wood, with the help of an adult to 
race against each other in a fun filled afternoon. A great time was had by all.
Pictured here are, back row, R. Riley, P. Zuppa, V. Novello, J. Przybylski, E. Kuhn, (boy 
scout) A. LaVigne. Front row, J. McCleary, P. Abromowitz, J. Delgado, R. Wood, 
S. Oshman, J. Lukie, B. Murphy, J. Richter (boy scout) ..Kneeling in front the winners, A. 
Scapolatempore (Best in Show), E. Zuppa (3rd overall), B. Brown-Soper ( 2nd overall) & Z. 
Honimar (1st overall). A. LaVigne, J. RIchter & T. Lukie (not pictured)  are boy scouts with 
Troop 91 who were there to help out with the races. (Photo by Deb Richter)

Paul Tcharz takes his grandchildren for a stroll in the carriage on a brisk February day.  The 
triplets are Trista, Shelby and Lyla Tchorz of Parlin.  

April Lee (l) of South Amboy and her son, 1-year old Vincent Lee, are all bundled up on a 
cold winter's night while shopping on Broadway in South Amboy.

Winter Photo 
Contest

The Sayreville Public Library is run-
ning its first Amateur Photography Contest, 
"Sayreville in the Winter."   Residents 12 and 
over can enter, with photo deadline set for 
Sun., March 15th.   Prizes for the top two 
winners are gift cards of $50 and $25 to Best 
Buy.  Those who gain honorable mention 
will receive photography books.

Entry forms and rules can be picked up at 
the library, 1050 Washington Rd., Parlin.  For 
more info call Samantha at 732-727-0212, 
ext. 26, or e-mail squintas@lmxac.org.

Irish Night
The Knights of Columbus located at 

775 Washington Rd., Sayreville, will hold an 
Irish Night on Sat., March 21 from 7 p.m. to 
12:30 a.m.  The event features an open bar 
all night, featuring Harp & Smithwicks on 
tap, a full traditional Irish dinner with Irish 
soda bread and dessert, live entertainment by 
the band Around The House, plus a bagpiper 
and step dancers.  There will be a pot of gold 
raffle with only 200 tickets.  

Cost for this big Irish night is $30 per 
person.  For more info and tickets, call Joe 
Campbell 732-727-7178; Joe O'Crisafi 
732-721-8045 or John O'Schnitzer 732-
721-4471.
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St. Mary's talented 5th & 6th Grade girls basketball team is currently an amazing (27-4).  
Pictured front row (l-r) Erica Signorile, Erin McQuade, Emily Trzeciak, Allie Attardi, Haley 
Schnyderite.  Middle row (l-r) Jackie Riley, Beth Ann Kudelka, Amanda LaVigne.  Top row 
(l-r) Danny Kudelka, Head Coach; Patti Signorile, Assistant Coach.  

St. Mary's Lady Eagles 5th & 6th Grade 
Team

Photo & Feature by Bill Garnett

St. Mary's girls 5th & 6th grade bas-
ketball team (Parish) is off to a high-flying 
start.  Under the leadership of Head Coach 
Danny Kudelka and Assistant Coach Patti 
Signorile, the Lady Eagles are sporting a 
superb 27-4 record.

Though they may appear happy, this 
photo was taken right after a heartbreaking 
1-point loss in the finals of the St. Matthew's 
Tournament in Edison, to a powerhouse St. 
Bart's team from East Brunswick.

The Lady Eagles are led by leading 
scorer Amanda LaVigne and the rebound-
ing and inside play of Beth Ann Kudelka.  
Point guard Emily Trzeciak, guard Jackie 
Riley and forward Erica Signorile provide 

a ball-hawking defense that can really turn 
it around in the 4th quarter, creating numer-
ous turnovers.

Key players providing quality play off 
the bench are Erin McQuade, Allie Attardi 
and Haylie Schnyderite.  The Eagles received 
a strong effort from these girls in the semi-
final game against host team St. Matthew's.  
With 2 starters on the bench with injuries, 
they provided a spark for the win.

The girls finished in 1st place in the 
Sacred Heart League, and won the League's 
playoffs.  They came in 2nd place in the St. 
Matthew's Tournament, and are currently in 
the finals of the Our Lady of Victories as well 
as the Sacred Heart Tournaments.
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Early 1980's-This picture was taken on South Pine Ave., facing uphill towards Bordentown 
Ave. in South Amboy after a big snowfall.  (Photo courtesy of Bob Pawlik)

1958-Taking a break from the winter fun of sleigh-riding and snowball fights on Wilmont 
Street in South Amboy are bottom row (l-r) SA Times Publisher Tom Burkard, and Denny 
Pappa.  Back row (l-r) Ray Batissa, and Johnny Pappa.  The photo was taken in front of the 
Newcomb homestead on Wilmont Street in the Mechanicsville section of South Amboy.

2008-Although we had very little snow last winter, someone had fun building this snowman 
at Waterfront Park.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

2003-South Amboy's Jim Gray just shoveled the sidewalk during the 28-inch snowfall from 
Feb. 16-18, 2003.  (Photo courtesy of Jim Gray)
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Todd Norton, owner of Todd's Dugout in South Amboy was selected "Irish Person of the 
Year" by the South Amboy Irish-American Association.  Congratulations to a terrific guy!  
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

Todd Norton Chosen 2009 ~ "Irish Person Of TheYear"
The following letter of acceptance 

was submitted by Todd Norton, the South 
Amboy Irish-American Association's 2009 
Irish Person of the Year.

"Thank you so much for this honor.  I 
would like to dedicate the honor of being 
named 2009 South Amboy Irish-American 
Association "Irish Person of the Year" to 
my father-in-law James Kilcomins.  If it 
wasn't for his generosity and kind soul, 
I wouldn't be in a position to accept this 
prestigious honor.  Jim Kilcomins is one of 
the nicest people I ever met.  The rainbow 
ends at Jimmy's footsteps.  The Melrose 
Blackhawks are moving into our 30th year.  
This is also my 30th year marching with the 
Blackhawks.  Congratulations to the Melrose 
Blackhawks on their 30th Anniversary and 
their many successes throughout the years.  
I am very proud the Irish-American Asso-
ciation has chosen me.  It's particularly an 
honor considering all the awesome people 
they had to choose from.

One of the reasons for my charitable 
work and contributions through fund raising 
efforts is that I get inspired when I see hope 
and dreams of a better future for people with 
health issues and challenges.  My goal is to 
inspire others to want to help others.  Some 
of the most recent organizations I have been 
involved in are Sayreville/South Amboy 
Brain Injured Children, Lupus, Autism, 
Breast Cancer, etc.  I would have to say my 
favorite fundraiser was one we did in Dec. 
'08 for Joey Bongiorno, who grew up in 
South Amboy, moved to Sayreville, and was 
chosen to go to Dodgertown major league 
baseball camp at Vero Beach, Fla.  That was a 
great day!  To give Joey the opportunity and 
exposure to show off his baseball talents, in 
front of major league scouts.  He is a very 
talented young man.

Carpetbagger is what John Potthoff 
called me back in 1979.  John and my 
mother-in-law Mary worked together at the 
South Amboy Trust Co. when John found 
out I was dating Mary's daughter Colleen.  

He used that term and although I didn't know 
what it meant, I soon found out.  My father's 
side came from County Cork in the mid 
1600's and they settled in the southwestern 
part of Vermont.  In 1739, they moved into 
the town of North Adams, Massachusetts, 
and changed their name from Naughton to 
Norton.  My great grandfather owned a hotel, 
bar and restaurant.  In 1955, my dad Thomas 
joined the Army and went to boot camp in 
Fort Dix, where he met my mother Alice, who 
was from Newark, NJ.  They moved to NJ in 
the 60's and by the mid 70's, I was working 
in South Amboy at J & J Aluminum for Joe 
Sumski.  Joe was a good man, and always 
had a smile on his face and a nice word to 
say about people he encountered.

Colleen and I have 2 lasses, Shayla and 
Cailin and one lad, Shaine.

For over a decade, I volunteered my time 
and efforts to Sayreville Soccer Association, 
coaching girls and boys soccer, ages 5-17.  
One of my most memorable times coaching 
was when I got to coach South Amboy's 
very own soccer coach Mr. G's 2 sons, Tony 
and Jared Gonsalves.  They have grown up 
to be some of the nicest young men you'll 
find.  Jared in particular is an inspiration, as 
I see some of the work he is doing, such as 
running marathons to help raise money for 
people in need.

For the past 12 years, I've been busy 
working for Exxon Mobil Fuels Marketing 
Co. in Linden.  I've worked in FM radio 
for 5 years, and own a mobile DJ business 
called Music City DJ's.  I also own Todd's 
Dugout Sports Café, located at 200 South 
Stevens Ave., South Amboy.  This business 
gives me the opportunity to reach out to our 
community to help raise funds to help make a 
brighter day for some one less fortunate.  Last 
year, the organization titled B.I.C. for Brain 
Injured Children chose Todd's Dugout Sports 
Café as 2008 Business of the Year.  Right 
now, I'm working on putting 2 fundraisers 
together for Spring '09.  This year, our Fun 
Day for Lupus located at Monmouth Park 

Racetrack in Oceanport, NJ is going to be 
held on Saturday, July 18th.  Did you know 
that over the last 2 years, we've raised over 
$10,000 in one single day!  And, over the 
past 10 years, we've raised over $70,000 
of Lupus.

I fell in love with South Amboy because 
it reminded me of a quaint, small New Eng-
land town.  In 1987, I organized a group of 
men for a national cleanup contest ran by the 
United States of Inerior.  I believe it was Jack 
O'Leary's 2nd year in office as Mayor, and 
he along with Councilman Craig Coughlin 
were there to help us clean up the Water 
Works pond at the bottom of Broadway.  
This event, where as fishermen from across 
the U.S. get together and clean up a body of 
water.  Nationally, we came in 2nd place and 
won $1,500 for our efforts. We were beat out 
by a group from California.

This is a great town from the people 
who work in City Hall, the governing body, 
the Police Dept., even Jimmy Trinley, who 
still works on Saturday mornings cleaning 

up.  In the future I'm planning on joining 
an organization called Humanity Unites 
Brilliance.  Hub's mission is to unite people 
and organizations to move the world from 
survival, to self-empowerment and into 
sustained abundance.  I plan on carrying 
on my life's mission of helping others while 
hoping to inspire others to open their hearts 
and make this world a better place.  It's not 
always about you, it's always about what 
you can do!  Now more than ever, we need 
to help each other out the best we can, be 
positive there are good things waiting around 
the corner for you.  Eddie Shots, you'll for-
ever be missed.  My prayers are with you, 
James Murphy.

NOTE: Dorothyann Connallon, of the 
South Amboy Irish-American Association, 
called Todd Norton "A role model for com-
munity service and charity work."

*Congratulations, Todd, on an honor 
you truly deserve.  You are a blessing for 
so many, and a credit to your local com-
munities!
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From The Parade Archives

1915-South Amboy firefighters drive their horse-drawn fire wagons in the Firemen's Parade 
along Broadway.  Notice Chris Straub's Meat & Produce Market in the background.  (Photo 
courtesy of Bob Pawlik)

Legendary NFL football quarterback Joe Theismann (r) who starred at South River H.S. in 
the 1960's, and The SA Times Poet Laureate Al Gomolka Jr. (l) were reunited at the New 
Jersey Sports Writers Association 73rd Anniversary Banquet at The Pines Manor.  Gomolka 
who played football with the South Amboy Sabres Pop Warner football team, told Theismann 
that he remembered tackling him many times when SA played against the South River Little 
Knights.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)  

Students from Mr. G's History Class attended the Electoral College Vote in Trenton on Dec. 
14.  Pictured (l-r) Taylor Bernosky, Nargis Akthan, Alice Chiu, Crystal Castro, Tajahona 
Francis, Tyler Simko, Ginny Feis, Nick Biesiada, Jamie Cannon, Jessica Hoffman, Kevin 
Kotsak, Kevin Riley.

Music At St. Mary's
On Sunday, March 15 at 4 p.m., Music 

At St. Mary's Pianist-in-Residence, Jean-
nette Fang will join together with other 
superb musicians to perform an outstanding 
program of 19th and 20th century chamber 
music.  Miss Fang is a product of the Jul-
liard School, NYC, and currently studying 
at Yale University.

South Amboy 120 Years Ago
1889-South Amboy was a Borough 

way back then, and some of the Borough 
officials and their yearly salaries unless 
otherwise noted were: Borough Clerk-Wil-
liam Birmingham $300; Corp. Council-A.J. 
Johnson $50; Chief Marshal Munck $650 
(including collection of delinquent taxes); 

Marshal McCabe $500; Street Commis-
sioner-R. Burden $2 a day (when actually 
employed); Health Inspector-Garrett Molly 
$100; Borough Physician-Dr. E.E. Harris 
$100; Water Commissioner-Stephen Martin 
$35 per month.

Knightly News
By Steve Schmid

The South Amboy Knights of Columbus 
Council 426 holds its annual Corned Beef 
& Cabbage Dinner at the Council Home, 
308 Fourth St., South Amboy, Sat., March 
14 following the South Amboy St. Patrick's 
Day Parade.  Cost is $7.  Take outs are also 
available.  The Knights are also hosting a 
Comedy Night Sat., March 21 from 7:30-
11:30 p.m.  Three comedians will entertain.  
Cost of $30 includes hot and cold buffet, beer, 
wine, and soda.  The K of C is also holding 
Breakfast with the Easter Bunny, Sun., April 
5 from 9-11 a.m.  Please bring your camera 
to have your picture taken with the Easter 

Bunny.  Cost is $6 adults, $3 for children 
ages 2-12, FREE for children under 2.  For 
more info on any of the above events, call 
732-721-2025.
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South Amboy's Don Sofilkanich (c)  received the Central NJ Coach of the Year award 
after guiding his Asbury Park football powerhouse to its 2nd consecutive state title.  The 
banquet was held on Jan. 25th at the East Brunswick Hilton.  Will Johnson (l) and George 
Stephens (r) also received awards.  Congratulations Don, on an outstanding job!  (Photo 
by Jo Ellen Sofilkanich)  

Sayreville Senior 
Trip

The Sayreville Senior Group is spon-
soring a trip to Hunterdon Hills Playhouse, 
Monday, March 23, 2009. The price of $75.00 
per person includes The Music of America 
Show, luncheon, and bus transportation. 
The bus will leave the Sayreville Seniors 
parking lot on Main Street at 9:45AM and 
return approximately at 6PM. For further 
information or to make a reservation, please 
call Jack at (732) 254-7263.

Comedy Night
The Mechanicsville Hose Company will 

be hosting their Annual Comedy Night.
Back by popular demand “The MOST 

Brothers”. On March 28, 2009 At the Knights 
of Columbus Hall, 308 Fourth Street South 
Amboy, NJ  08879. 7 to 11pm, $ 40.00 admis-
sion per person includes show ticket, buffet 
dinner, beer, wine & soda. For information 
and tickets call Jason at (732) 553-9697

NOVENA TO ST. ANTHONY
Oh Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints,  your love 

for God and charity for his creatures made you worthy 
when on earth to possess miraculous powers.  Miracles 
waited on your word, which you were ready to speak 
for those in trouble or anxiety.  (Make request).  The 
answer to my prayer may require a miracle.  O gentle 
and loving St. Anthony whose heart was ever full of 
human sympathy, whisper my petition into the ears of 
the sweet infant Jesus who loved to be folded in your 
arms and the gratitude of my heart will be yours.  This 
novena has never been known to fail.  Say Our Father, 
Hail Mary and Glory Be. -B.T.S.

ST CLAIRE NOVENA
Ask St. Claire for these favors, 1 business, 2 

impossible.  Say 9 Hail Mary’s for 9 days with lighted 
candles.  Pray whether you believe in it or not.  Publish 
on the 9th day.  May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be 
praised, adored and glorified today and every day.  
Request will be granted no matter how impossible it may 
seem.  Publication must be promised.  B.T.S.

NOVENA TO ST. ANTHONY
Oh Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints,  your love 

for God and charity for his creatures made you worthy 
when on earth to possess miraculous powers.  Miracles 
waited on your word, which you were ready to speak 
for those in trouble or anxiety.  (Make request).  The 
answer to my prayer may require a miracle.  O gentle 
and loving St. Anthony whose heart was ever full of 
human sympathy, whisper my petition into the ears of 
the sweet infant Jesus who loved to be folded in your 
arms and the gratitude of my heart will be yours.  This 
novena has never been known to fail.  Say Our Father, 
Hail Mary and Glory Be. -B.T.S.
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50-Year Reunion-The Sayreville High School Class of 1958 held its 50-Year Class Reunion 
on October 25, 2008 at Crowne Plaza, Somerset, NJ.  The turnout was excellent, and a 
great time was had by all!  (Photo courtesy of Joan Fulham)

Alumni Dinner/ 
Evening
Of Recognition

Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary's High 
School will host an Alumni Dinner and 
Evening of Recognition on Saturday, March 
21st at The Forge, Woodbridge from 6-10 
p.m.  This year the honorees will be Chris 
Grevesen Class of 1973; Peter Kenny Class 
of 1971; Thomas Pristavec Class of 1957; and 
Roseanne Cross Savoi Class of 1965.

For further information contact Maureen 
O'Leary Kemble at 732-721-0748 ext. 243 
or mkemble@cardinalmccarrick.com

2009 Shore Gate 
Meetings

Shore Gate Board of Directors meet-
ings for 2009 will be held the 3rd Tuesday 
of every month at 7 p.m. in the Community 
Room.  An agenda will be posted 48 hours 
prior to the meeting.  The schedule for 2009 
is as follows:  Jan. 20; Feb. 17: Mar. 17; Apr. 
21; May 19; June 16; Jul. 21; Aug. 18; Sept. 
15; Oct. 20; Nov. 17; Dec. 15. 

Long After 
Valentine's

By Al Gomolka Jr.
Times Poet Laureate

c. 2007
Long after the flowers have faded
Long after the chocolate was gobbled
Long after the card has found its place in 
a box
Have no regrets-
For my Valentine's love for you
is everlasting.

Scoutmaster Marty Ruszala (l) receives a city proclamation from South Amboy Business 
Administrator Camille Tooker, on behalf of Mayor John T. O'Leary and the City Council, 
recognizing Ruszala's 50 years in Scouting and 21 years as Scoutmaster of Troop  95.

South Amboy Troop 95 held a Court of Honor on Jan. 13th.  Members pictured Front row 
(l-r) Nick Bellanich, Tom Eib, Brandon Russell, James Parse, Zachary Scupp.  Middle row 
(l-r) Frank Flagg Jr., Alex Scupp, Kenny Eib, Alex Fedorka, David Belinski, Robert Pulchny.  
Back row (l-r) Assistant Scoutmasters David Rosenthal, Mike Eib, John Fedorka, Frank 
Flagg Sr., Scoutmaster Marty Ruszala, Mack Russell, Tracy McCarty, Keith Hinkle, John 
Harris and John Bellanich.

Troop 95 Holds Court Of Honor
Photos and Story Courtesy of

John Harris

OLV SENIOR TRIP
The OLV Senior Group is sponsoring a 

trip to Lancaster, Pennsylvania on Wednes-
day, April 22 – Friday, April 24, 2009. The 
price of the trip is $339.00 per person. This 
price includes the bus transportation, lodging 
for two evenings, 4 meals (two breakfasts 
and two dinners). There will be a guided tour 
of Lancaster, including the Amish country, 
admission to “The Amish Experience,” 
Behold the Lamb Show at Sight and Sound 
and Sound Millennium Theatre, Abraham 
and Sarah – A Journey of Love at the Liv-
ing Waters Theatre and much more. For 
information and reservations please contact 
Jack Floersch at (732) 254-7263.

South Amboy Boy Scout Troop 95 held 
a Court of Honor on Jan. 13th, where 43 
Merit Badges and 2 Rank Advancements 
were given out to the scouts.  Scoutmaster 
Marty Ruszala was honored by Mayor John 
T. O'Leary and the City Council with a procla-
mation presented by Business Administrator 

Camille Tooker, for his 50 years in scout-
ing and 21 years as Scoutmaster of Troop 
95.  Marty also received a Joint Legislative 
Resolution from the N.J. Senate and General 
Assembly.  The Resolution was brought forth 
by Senator Joseph Vitale and Assemblymen 
John S. Wisniewski, and Joseph Vas. 

NOVENA TO ST. ANTHONY
Oh Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints,  your love 

for God and charity for his creatures made you worthy 
when on earth to possess miraculous powers.  Miracles 
waited on your word, which you were ready to speak 
for those in trouble or anxiety.  (Make request).  The 
answer to my prayer may require a miracle.  O gentle 
and loving St. Anthony whose heart was ever full of 
human sympathy, whisper my petition into the ears of 
the sweet infant Jesus who loved to be folded in your 
arms and the gratitude of my heart will be yours.  This 
novena has never been known to fail.  Say Our Father, 
Hail Mary and Glory Be. -B.T.S.

NOVENA TO ST. ANTHONY
Oh Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints,  your love 

for God and charity for his creatures made you worthy 
when on earth to possess miraculous powers.  Miracles 
waited on your word, which you were ready to speak 
for those in trouble or anxiety.  (Make request).  The 
answer to my prayer may require a miracle.  O gentle 
and loving St. Anthony whose heart was ever full of 
human sympathy, whisper my petition into the ears of 
the sweet infant Jesus who loved to be folded in your 
arms and the gratitude of my heart will be yours.  This 
novena has never been known to fail.  Say Our Father, 
Hail Mary and Glory Be. -B.T.S.

Dowdell 95th 
Anniversary

Don't miss Sadie Pope Dowdell 
Library’s 95th anniversary celebration on 
Monday, March 9th from 7 to 9:30 p.m.   
The Dowdell Library of South Amboy is a 
place where the community can enjoy free 
children’s programs as well as access to the 
Internet, magazines, movies and books.  It’s 
also a place to get the facts - whether for a 
job search or school report!

At 7 pm on Monday, March 9, the 
library will announce the winners of the 
community’s Bake-off Competition while 
attendees enjoy the goodies from the Bake-
off!  Additionally, Gail and Joe Tanski’s 
photographic exhibition will be on display; 
the Rosedale Band will play from 7 – 9 
pm; and Bake & More will conduct a cake 
decorating demonstration at 8 pm!

Entry forms for the community’s annual 
Bake-off Competition could be obtained at 
the library.

Also, on Thursday, March 5 from 6:30 
- 8 pm, the library will present prom guru, 
Yoel, for Prom Night Fantasy!  Get tips on 
fun, fashion and how to save money when 
preparing for your prom!  

The Dowdell Library is adjacent to the 
South Amboy High School.   For further 
details, just contact the library at 732-721-
6060 or comments@ dowdell.org
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Local Wildlife

This beautiful doe posed for the camera in the woods outside the Cheesequake State Park 
boundary on Jan. 19th.  The curious doe allowed the cameraman to get within 15-feet of 
her to shoot the picture.  She was with another doe, not pictured.  (Photo by Bill Garnett)

Swans, geese and ducks pose for a pretty winter-scene photo at Kennedy Park.  (Photo 
by Tom Burkard)

An estimated 1,000 plus Atlantic Brant recently gathered and fed on the outfield grass at 
the Waterfront Park softball field.  The Brant are natives of the Arctic, and have settled in 
our area for over a month.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

A swan leaves footprints on the snow-covered lake at Kennedy Park, as it walks directly 
toward the photographer for a visit.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

What To Do On A Cold Winter's Day
By Bill Garnett

Being a summer person and having a day off in the middle of winter can drive you up 
a wall (unless you are in Atlantic City).  So, I decided I'm going to shoot a deer.  I know 
some back trails outside of the Cheesequake State Park boundary where there is an abun-
dance of deer.  It was a perfect day to go hunting, cold, crisp and clear.  There was good 
snow cover on the ground that made it just right, where you can see forever.

I entered on Museum Road for about 4/5 of a mile until I hit the main trail.  This took 
me about 3/4 of a mile until I came upon an area where you can go outside of the park and 
deep into the woods.  This is an area not well traversed by many people.  After about a 1/2 
mile, I came upon a large area of Pine trees, perfect for deer to hang out.  The only thing I 
could find were a lot of fresh tracks in the snow, proving to me they were in that area.

Now back on the path, but still deep in the woods, I headed north.  I had this over-
whelming feeling I would have the opportunity to have a perfect shot at a deer.  I glanced 
ahead to my left about 150-feet away and saw two does in the woods.  I really had no shot 
from this distance because of the thick cover of the trees.  I pressed on, now I was about 
75 feet away, and they have not yet picked up my scent.

I had a lot of outdoor wear on, and the only thing that was exposed was my face.  I 
was hoping that would not scare them off.  I was about 25-feet away, and now they were 
on to me.  Their ears were erect and their eyes were fixed on me.  If I could only get a little 
closer.  Now, I was starting to wonder.  Can I shoot two deer with one shot?  They had to 
be as curious about me as I was of them.  I was now parallel with the deer, and only 12-15 
feet away.  My heart was pounding as I raised my camera and took the best wildlife shot 
I have ever taken!  

I backed away and moved on slowly, not wanting to frighten them off.  I looked back 
once, and they were still watching me, and went about their business.

An Atlantic Brant takes off from a snow-covered runway at Waterfront Park after a February 
snowfall.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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Jon Bon Jovi was selected to the prestigious New Jersey Hall of Fame.  Congratulations 
to a great guy! 

Bon Jovi Chosen For Hall of Fame
Photo and Story By Tom Burkard

Rock superstar, Jon Bon Jovi, leader 
of the band Bon Jovi, was voted into the 
prestigious New Jersey Hall of Fame.  Jon 
grew up in Sayreville, and currently resides 
in Middletown, NJ.  He donated the use of 
his hit song, "Who Says You Can't Go Home" 
to promote tourism in New Jersey.

Over 200 nominees were on the ballot, 
and a committee cut the list to six names in 
each of five categories.  The public voted 

for three months to determine the "Terrific 
Thirteen" to be inducted.

The Class of 2009 inductees will include 
by categories: Arts & Entertainment-Bud 
Abbott & Lou Costello; Jon Bon Jovi; 
Jerry Lewis.  Historical-Paul Robeson; Walt 
Whitman.  Enterprise-Guglielmo Marconi; 
Carl Sagan.  Sports-Althea Gibson; Sha-
quille O'Neal; Phil "The Scooter" Rizzuto.  
General-F. Scott Fitzgerald; William Carlos 
Williams.   

#1 Pop Hits-Feb. 28th

1999-Angel Of Mine-Monica
1983-Baby Come To Me-Patti Austin/James 
Ingram
1977-New Kid In Town-The Eagles
1960-A Theme From "A Summer Place"-
Percy Faith
1958-Get A Job-The Silhouettes

One Hit Wonders
45 Years Ago

1964-Midnight Mary-Joey Powers; 
What Kind Of Fool (Do You Think I Am)-
The Tams; California Sun-The Rivieras; 
Penetration-The Pyramids; High Heel 
Sneakers-Tommy Tucker; White On White-
Danny Williams; (Just Like) Romeo & 
Juliet-The Reflections; Farmer John-The 
Premiers; Steal Away-Jimmy Hughes; 
Haunted House-Jumpin' Gene Simmons; 
Selfish One-Jackie Ross; Funny (How Time 
Slips Away)-Joe Hinton; We'll Sing In The 
Sunshine-Gale Garnett; Little Honda-The 
Hondells; Ringo-Lorne Greene; Tobacco 
Road-The Nashville Teens; Last Kiss-J. 
Frank Wilson & The Cavaliers; Have I The 
Right?-The Honeycombs.

#1 Country Hits On 
Feb. 28th
1994-I Swear-John Michael Montgomery
1987-I Can't Win For Losin' You-Earl 
Thomas Conley
1974-Another Lonely Song-Tammy 
Wynette
1961-Don't Worry-Marty Robbins
1950-Take Me In Your Arms-Eddy Arnold

Music Trivia
By Tom Burkard

The Sun, Rain, Moon,
Stars & Snow

1.__Don't Let The Sun Catch You Crying a.Anne Murray

2.__The Rain, The Park & Other Things b.The Elegants

3.__Everyone's Gone To The Moon c.The Beatles

4.__Blue Moon d.Stevie Wonder

5.__Snowbird e.Ashanti

6.__Rain f.Cream

7.__Sunshine Of Your Love g.The Rivieras

8.__Sunshine Superman h.The Carpenters

9.__Little Star i.Brook Benton

10._A Place In The Sun j.The Cowsills

11._California Sun k.John Cougar Mellencamp

12._Rainy Days And Mondays l.Jonathan King

13._Rain On The Scarecrow m.The Marcels

14._A Rainy Night In Georgia n.Gerry & The Pacemakers

15._Rain On Me o.Donovan

Answers
1n 2j 3l 4m 5a 6c 7f 8o 9b 10d 11g 12h 13k 14i 15e.
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School Sports
By Tom Burkard

(As of Feb. 19)

Girls Basketball
Cardinal McCarrick (20-1) Top players 

for the Lady Eagles powerhouse over the 
last 4 games were Chrissy Keir, Lexi Born, 
Olivia Gorczynski, Maggie Presnal, Kristen 
Hansen, and Sydney Ransom.  

Sayreville (14-9) Jessica Kitrys, Lanie 
Andrews, and Heather Roy have been really 
lighting up the scoreboard recently, with 
help from Jacquie Ciak, Tanasia Wilson and 
Cheyenne Grant.

South Amboy (10-10) Courtney Hulsart 
has been the Lady Guvs big scorer all sea-
son.  Over the last 4 games, Kim Richmond 
and Courtney Bouchard have also burned 
the nets.
Boys Basketball

Cardinal McCarrick (17-5) Coach Joe 
Lewis' super Eagles get lots of points from 
the county's #1 scorer, Julio Rosario, with 
a 21 plus average, and  plenty of rebound-
ing from one of the best around, Dominick 
Appiah.   The Blue & Gold also gets stellar 
all-around play from Brenton Widgeon, 
Maurice Isaac, and Taylor Snider. 

Sayreville (14-6) 6-foot-9 center David 
Langan had the greatest game of his career 
recently against powerhouse Colonia.  Also 
helping the Bombers over the last 4 games 
were Paul De La Costa, Lavone Graham, 
James DeMild, and Vince Gordon.

South Amboy (6-14) Junior Joe Charm-
ello has emerged as one of the county's 
premier scorers, and is currently #3 in the 
scoring race with an 18 plus average.  Matt 
Richmond, Luke O'Connor, and Matt Rea-
gan, have all aided the point production over 
the last 4 games.
Girls Bowling

Cardinal McCarrick (14-4-1) Top 
bowler-Nicole Baginsky.

Sayreville (7-9-1) Top bowlers-Kristy 
Bebert, Stephanie Bisaha, Tracy Karpinski, 
Leeann Cerbone.

South Amboy (6-10-1) Top bowlers-
Alexa Hess, Mary O'Connor.

Boys Bowling
Sayreville (17-1) Top bowlers-Brian 

Nicholas, Matt Wasielewski, Camryn 
Nieves.

South Amboy (8-5-2) Top bowler-Eric 
Oppenheimer.

Cardinal McCarrick (6-11) Top bowler-
Vince Bath.
Wrestling 

Sayreville (21-5) 103-Gary Siriday 28-
4; 112-Anthony Geiger 28-4; 119-Dan Berg-
feldt 21-11; 125-Chris Ronan 11-5; 130-Noel 
Santiago 21-9; 135-Chris Pearson 20-12; 
140-Pat Ronan 17-10; 145-Gino Schifano 
14-8; 152-Ramon Santiago 31-0; 160-Keith 
Seymour 13-13; 171-Keith Yanuzzelli 11-11; 
Heavyweight-Tyler Carlock 18-10.
Girls Swimming

Sayreville (1-4) Top swimmers are 
County Champion, Maureen McKenna, 
Shannon McKenna, Rachel Lutz, and Dana 
Quinn.
Boys Swimming

Sayreville (0-3) County Champion Alex 
Ratajczyk leads the way, and Skyler Lutz 
has also done well recently.  

Santiago County Champ
Sayreville's undefeated wrestler and 

all-time victories king, Ramon Santiago, 
breezed to the GMCT 152-lb. championship, 
by winning a hard-fought 8-6 decision over 
Nick Vallone of South Plainfield.  

Two Bombers fell in the finals, Gary 
Siriday (103), and Noel Santiago (130).  The 
team finished 5th place out of 21 entrants.  
Congratulations, Bombers!

GMC Basketball 
Tourneys

Boys-1st Round
Carteret blasted South Amboy 56-25.  

Matt Reagan scored 8 to lead SA.  The 
Guvs played without high-scoring junior, 
Joe Charmello, who was sidelined with an 
injury.

Girls-1st Round
South Plainfield shattered South 

Amboy's dreams, 56-15.  Courtney Hulsart 
led the Lady Guvs with 7 points.

Cardinal McCarrick pounded North 
Brunswick, 71-41.  Olivia Gorczynski 
topped the scoring with 19 points.  Krissy 
Keir had 11 points and 10 assists, and Lexi 
Born scored 14.

Spotswood edged Sayreville 60-56.  Jes-
sica Kitrys tossed in 18 and Lanie Andrews 
16 points. 

Eagles Make History
Coach Joe Lewis' Cardinal McCarrick 

Eagles became the first team in the 24-year 
history of the GMC to win a championship 
in three different divisions.  The club has 
captured the Gold Division 5 times, Blue 
Division 5 times, and has now won the White 
Division, in its first year since moving up.  
Congratulations Coach Lewis and Eagles!

Langan Has Game To 
Remember

Sayreville's 6-foot-9 center, David Lan-
gan, who saw very little action and scored 
only 6 points all season, got a chance to 
start on "Senior Night," and turned in a per-
formance that will be remembered forever.  

The Bombers opponent was the pow-
erhouse Colonia team, and Langan was 
so impressive, he played the entire game, 
putting up some outstanding numbers, by 
pouring in 15 points and ripping down 10 
rebounds.  To cap off one of the greatest 
games in Sayreville history, David tapped 
in his own rebound with 0:03 seconds left 
to give Sayreville a thrilling 40-38 victory, 
and halt the Patriots from sharing the White 
Division title with Cardinal McCarrick. 

McCarrick: Perfect In 
White Division

The Cardinal McCarrick Lady Eagles 
girls basketball team, under the coaching 
genius of Lynn Ust, captured the GMC White 
Division championship with a perfect 16-0 
record.  McCarrick in its first year in the 
White, unseated long-time champion New 
Brunswick.  Congratulations Coach Ust and 
the Lady Eagles!  

Santiago Sets School 
Mark

Sayreville Bombers' wrestling superstar, 
Ramon Santiago set a new school record by 
winning his 109th career match, by pinning 
Juan Bonilla of JFK in 1:21, to lead the Blue 
& Gray to a thrilling 35-33 victory.  Santiago 
passed the old mark of 108, which was held 
by Eric Tsang.  Congratulations, Ramon!

King Wins Sectional
Chantel King of the Sayreville girls' 

track team won the North 2 Group III sec-
tional championship in the 400, running a 
quick 1:00.16.  Congratulations Chantel!

Ratajczyk, McKenna Cop 
Crowns

Sayreville's super swimmers, Alex 
Ratajczyk and Maureen McKenna both 
brought the gold back to the Washington 
Road school, by winning GMC swimming 
championships.

Ratajczyk won two championships in 
the 50-freestyle, 21.02, and the 100-freestyle 
in 46.51.  The boys team finished 8th of 9 
entrants.

McKenna captured the title in the 100-
backstroke in 1:00.96, and finished 2nd place 
in the 50-freestyle.  The girls team finished 
5th of 9 entrants. 

Baginsky Wins Bowling 
Title

Cardinal McCarrick's Nicole Bagin-
sky became the first bowler in the school's 
history to win the GMCT championship.  
The number 1 seed, Baginsky captured the 
county crown by defeating Morgan Brown 
of East Brunswick, 191-158 in the final.  
Congratulations, Nicole!

County Bowling Tourney
In the GMCT Boys bowling tournament, 

Sayreville's Brian Nicholas finished 3rd 
place, losing in the semis of the stepladder 
event to eventual champion, Dan Spishock, 
248-236.  Nicholas defeated Sayreville 
teammate Mike Savarese 227-203 in the 
quarterfinals.

Bombers Win 
Woodbridge Classic

The talented Sayreville boys bowling 
squad won the prestigious Woodbridge Clas-
sic, which featured 23 teams.  The Bombers 
slipped by a strong Westfield club, 3122-
3113.  Matt Wasielewski finished with a 634 
series, and a big 246 in the first game.  Cam-
ryn Nieves contributed a 631 series, Brian 
Nicholas 623, and Mike Savarese 574.

The Sayreville girls team finished 8th 
out of 14 teams.  Carol Sharrouf rolled the 
4th highest series with a 601.

Woodbridge Beats 
Sayreville

Woodbridge captured the GMCT 
boys bowling championship by downing 
the talented Sayreville squad, 2-0.  Matt 
Wasielewski, came close to a perfect game, 
finishing with a 286, and bowled a 204 in the 
first game.  Camryn Nieves notched a 257 
in game 1, and 198 in the second contest.  
Brian Nicholas bowled a 247-206, and Mike 
Savarese 181-202.  

McCarrick 3rd In States
Cardinal McCarrick finished 3rd place 

in the CJ Group 1 state tournament.  Nicole 
Baginsky registered the 6th highest series 
with a 614.

Sayreville finished in 4th place in CJ 
Group 3 competition.

Rec Wrestlers Win
The Sayreville 'B' team of the Sayre-

ville Recreation, finished 2nd overall in the 
Randy Gemgnani Bearcat Wrestling A & B 
Tournament in late December.

First place finishers were Anthony Por-
caro, Ralph Feola, and Jacob White.  Second 
place winners included Connor Bouchard, 
Alec Coelho, Kyle Cruz, Patrick Okie, Mi-
chael Porcaro, and Trevor Mastorio.  Tayler 
O'Neill, Dylan Alves, Tommy Fulbrook, 
Timothy Hoffman, Matthew Okie and Kyle 
Wavro were 3rd place finishers, and Hunter 
Knoth, Corey Knoth, and Franky Roman 
took 4th place.

Other Sayreville wrestlers were Dylan 
Taillefer, Cody O'Neill, Brandon Alicea, and 
Brett Dzamba.  Congratulations!

Nicole Baginsky

Cardinal  McCarrick HS Senior Julio Rosario (l) with Coach Joe Lewis who presented Julio 
with a ball commemorating Julio joining the 1000 Point Club at the high school.  (Photo 
by Brian Stratton)

Cardinal McCarrick HS Senior Chrissy Keir releases a jump shot against Bishop Ahr during 
the GMC Semi Final game at South Brunswick HS on Februay 24th.  The shot went in 
for two points making them numbers 999 and 1000 of Chrissy’s Career!!  (Photo by Brian 
Stratton)
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From The Sports Archives

The Local Sports Memory Machine
T.H.E. 
GameGlory Days in

Local Sports

1953-The St. Mary's Eagles players are put through a ball-handling drill by Coach Don 
"Mickey" Czok.  Pictured (l-r) Bob Leslie (a former South Amboy Councilman), Marty Metzger, 
Frank "Tank" Leonard, and Bob Smelas.  (Photo courtesy of Don "Mickey" Czok.)

1942-Hoffman blasted 
Jamesburg, 40-25 in boys basket-
ball.  Walt Rogers poured in 20 

points, and Harry Christiansen 
hit for 12 markers. 1956-Rut-
gers Prep hoopsters blasted St. 

Mary's, 86-65 in the season opener.  John 
Phillips paced the Saints with 16 points, and 
Jim Higgins got 11.  Former Eagle, Marty 
Metzger, a PG (Post Graduate) scored 17 
for Prep. 1965-Hoffman boys' basketball 
team downed Raritan, 64-53 to win its first 
game after 6 consecutive losses.  Frosh 
Curt Wood pumped in 21 points, and Edwin 
Witkowski 17.  1973-Sayreville boys topped 
St. Joseph's 70-59.  John Wojcik led the way 
with 19 points, followed by Wayne Kreiger 
14, Steve Makwinski 13 and Matt Walsh 
13.  1984-Sayreville girls basketball squad 
walloped J.P. Stevens, 69-32.  Kate Briody 
tossed in 18 points, Terry Lockwood had 
17 points and ripped down 21 rebounds, 
Patty Cumber and Vanessa Carney scored 
10 points apiece. 1998-St. Mary's boys cross 
country team flew by St. Peter's 24-32.  Tom 
Boychuk captured 1st place and Anthony 
Valdivieso came in 2nd.  2003-Sayreville 
hammered Carteret, 65-50 in the girls GMCT 
quarterfinals.  Meredith Phair burned the nets 
for 18 points, Raven Newcombe scored 17 
and ripped 15 rebounds, Jenna Lomastro 
pumped in 14 tallies, and Danielle Vargas 
scored 12 and had 10 rebounds.

Year-1972
Sport-Boys Basketball
Teams-Sayreville (12-10) vs. Hoff-
man (17-4)
Recap-Hoffman blasted the Bombers, 82-62.  
Sayreville jumped off to a quick 4-0 lead, 
but the Guvs bounced back with 12 straight 
points, four apiece from Gary Lange and 
Bob "Ozzie" Levins.   The Purple & Gold 
led 22-12 after one quarter, 43-27 at the half, 
and 59-46 after 3 stanzas.  Levins copped 
game scoring laurels with 29 points, Jim 
Keegan scored 23, and Lange added 15.  
Steve Makwinski led Sayreville with 24 
points.  Tom Pugner added 14.
The scoring:
Hoffman 82
Levins 29 Keegan 23 Lange 15 Ron Crod-
dick 9 Frank Bongiorno 4 Henry Wortley 2 
Bob Stillwagon 0 Doug Buckalew 0 Kevin 
Nemeth 0.
Sayreville 62
Makwinski 24 Pugner 14 Nick Cegerenko 
8 John Wojcik 6 Wayne Kreiger 4 Lasko 2 
Beavers 2 Gutkowski 2 Clark 0 Rotondo 0 
Chatterton 0.
MVP-Bob "Ozzie" Levins, Hoffman

1948-Allie Clark Day was held at Yankee Stadium.  Allie was honored by the city of South 
Amboy with gifts and honors, while he was playing for the Cleveland Indians, who went on to 
win the World Series Championship.  Clark (r) receives a gift from teammate Joe Gordon(l),  
who recently was elected to the Baseball Hall of Fame at Cooperstown.  Standing in the 
background to the left of Clark (in dark suit) is Marco Marcello, a famous actor from South 
Amboy, who was on the Milton Berle Show in the late 1940's through the early 50's. Do any 
readers have a story to share about Marco?  To the right of Gordon (in dark suit) is South 
Amboy's own, beloved William "Doc" O'Leary, who served as Councilman and Mayor for 
many years.  (Photo courtesy of Allie Clark)

Buzzer Beater
1971-In the first game of the Msgr. 

Sullivan Basketball Tournament, St. Mary's 
nipped South River 64-63.  With 0:06 left, 

Stan Knast stole a Rams pass at mid-court, 
and fired a pass to Jay Thomas who scored 
the driving layup for the game-winner.

Clark Remembers 
Gordon

Former major league baseball star, Allie 
Clark of South Amboy was very happy when 
he heard the news that his former teammate 
with the Cleveland Indians, Joe "Flash" 
Gordon, was elected to baseball's Hall of 
Fame at Cooperstown, NY.

Allie said that, "I was very glad to see 
that he made it.  He should have been in there 
years ago.  I was his roommate at Cleveland, 
and he's one of the greatest second baseman 
in my time that I played against and with.  
When I was in high school, he was my idol, 
and years later, I was playing alongside him.  
Outside of baseball, he was one of the greatest 
gentlemen you'd ever want to meet.  He was a 
great home run hitter, and was from Eugene, 
Oregon.  He was the only guy in Cleveland 
that called me "Alfie."  He still called me 
that years later when I met him at different 
banquets.  He was 62 when he died."    

All-Time Record
1972-English Chevron defeated Far Out 

Trucking, 78-69 to win its 5th and unprec-
edented Men's Senior Basketball League 
championship under Player-Coach Rick 
Ferguson.  The club finished (8-1) regular 
season, and won 2 of 3 in the finals.

The roster and scoring averages for the 
year were: George Krzyzanowski 21.6; Ed 
Suchciki 15.2; Fran Fitzmorris 15.1; Nick 
Charmello 10.4; John "Red" Lange 6.8; Bill 
"Root Beer" Connors 5.6; Ferguson 5.1; Jerry 
Drill 5.0; Gene Lopez 4.8; Steve "Ducky" 
Flanagan 4.1. 

Edward Everett
Haines Mercer
Age: 94 † 
Lakewood

Edward Everett Haines Mercer, 94, 
of Lakewood, passed away Saturday, Jan. 
24, 2009, at Ocean Medical Center, Brick.  
Born in South Amboy, he lived there for 
67 years before moving to Manahawkin 
for 27 years and Lakewood since July.  He 
was a foreman for DuPont, Parlin for 33 
years before his retirement in 1974.  He 
was a charter member of the Bayview 
Rod & Gun Club and a charter member 
of the South Amboy Tigers A.C.  He was 
in the Army Reserves for over 30 years 
and served his country in the U.S. Army 
during World War II.

Edward, who was an outstanding 
pitcher, was better known as "Rip" Mercer 
for his fastball in high school, and with 
the Tigers.  He was also the last surviv-
ing member of the South Amboy High 
School Class of 1931.  One of his major 
hobbies was growing roses, especially 
the Peace Rose.

He was predeceased by his wife of 
60 years, Mary, in 2002; and 3 brothers.  
Surviving are his children, Edward and 
Sue of Brick, and Maryann of Manches-
ter; his grandchildren, Everett of Hutto, 
Texas, Kathleen Niznik of Nashville, 
Tenn., Christopher of Brick, Ronald of 
Centreville, Tenn., and Michael of Brick; 
and 4 great-grandchildren.

Donations can be made to the 
American Heart Association, N.J. Affili-
ate Memorials Program, CN 2007, Toms 
River, NJ 08754.

Happy
St. Patrick’s
Day

By Tom Burkard
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This breath-taking photo was shot at the South Amboy Water Works after a freshly-fallen 
snow.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

A view of the Water Works pond through ice-laden bushes along the road.  (Photo by Tom 
Burkard)

Snow Blankets Area
By Steve Schmid

Famous groundhog Punxsutawney Phil 
saw his shadow on Groundhog Day, and 
forecast 6 more weeks of winter.  One day 
later, on February 3, our area was blanketed 
by 5 inches of snow which covered the land 
in a beautiful display of white.  The wet snow 
clung to tree branches and bushes, while 
transforming Kennedy Park and Raritan Bay 
Waterfront Park into winter wonderlands 
that were thoroughly enjoyed by the ducks, 

geese and swans.  
Much of the snow fell during the day and 

mainly melted on the roadways as Sayreville 
and South Amboy road crews worked to 
salt the roads.  The snow accumulated on 
the roads at night when the sun went down, 
so the road crews had to plow the surfaces.  
We did get a touch of spring as temperatures 
soared into the 50's and the snow was gone 
by February 8.

Feeling Peevish
By Elaine Scott

According to Webster’s Dictionary, 
the word, peeve, means something which 
annoys or irritates, while the word, peevish, 
describes the bad mood and irritability be-
ing “peeved” brings.  So, wouldn’t calling 
something a “pet peeve” be an oxymoron, 
as how could anyone have a “pet” or “fa-
vorite” annoyance?  As for me, I don’t like 
one more than the other.  They’re all equally 
irritating.

Whenever I see a .09 on a gas station 
sign listing the price per gallon of gasoline, 
I start feeling peevish.  Maybe having to buy 
10 gallons of gas to save one whole penny 
was worth something when people were mak-
ing about 10 cents an hour, but those days 
are long since gone.  So, let’s get rid of that 
stupid .09, and start telling it like it is.

For a couple of decades, pill bottles and 
food containers have been sealed in plastic to 
prevent contamination.  Although it can bring 
on the beginnings of feeling peevish to get 
the plastic removed, being safe is worth the 
aggravation.  Now, though, the plastic seems 
to be extending into areas which don’t need 
it and full-blown feelings of peevishness are 
the result.  A good example is whenever I buy 
a lip liner, mascara, or some other make-up 
not packaged on cardboard.  Trying to pick 
off the plastic, first, with my finger, then, 
with a steak knife makes me start feeling 
very annoyed, but slicing my finger while 
doing it leaves me feeling super peevish for a 
long time afterwards.  Isn’t there a difference 
between safety and paranoia, anyway?

Through the years, the size of bank 
checks have remained the same, while many 
account numbers seem to have tripled in 
size.  For those of us who don’t pay bills 
online, trying to squeeze all of the numbers 
on the little reference line is a sure way of 
feeling peevish.  

Trying to read the ratings on a movie 
before renting or buying it quickly leads to 

a peevish feeling.  Unless the movie is rated 
PG, the print is so small it’s barely legible 
to the human eye.  For me, I go by the rule 
that if the print is unreadable, the movie is 
un-rentable.

Each and every time I see someone 
driving on TV or in one of those movies I 
watch, I can just feel the peevishness waiting 
to begin.  Without fail, there will be at least 
one scene in some kind of vehicle when the 
driver’s eyes will look everywhere except 
on the road.  To avoid feeling peevish, I just 
look the other way until the ride is over.

Buying something at the store when 
it’s on sale and getting a good bargain is 
a really good feeling.  Coming home and 
checking the receipt to find I paid full price 
for that so-called sale item isn’t.  Just know-
ing I got “ripped off” makes me feel very 
peevish, indeed.

Looking for something to watch on TV 
and usually not finding anything more inter-
esting than the news has become a nightly 
scenario.  Knowing I’m paying for all of 
those shows I never watch, and never would 
watch, in my monthly bill always leaves me 
feeling really peevish.  We should be able to 
pay for only….but that’s another story.

For mature people, myself included, 
with eye sight not as good as it used to be, 
it’s getting more and more difficult to read 
the directions on pill bottles.  Since we’re in 
the age group which takes the most medica-
tion, shouldn’t the lettering be large enough 
to prevent us from taking an overdose?  It 
always makes me feel peevish when I guess 
at the dosage not knowing if I’m going to kill 
myself while I’m just trying to be healthy.

Risking an oxymoron, if I had a pet 
peeve it would be the silly word, peeve.  
Just thinking about it makes me start feel-
ing peevish. 

(Elaine “Holton” Scott may be contacted 
at siteseein526@bellsouth.net.)

Students from Cardinal McCarrick High School are preparing a meal at the Salvation Army 
in Perth Amboy.  (Photo Submitted)

FAITH  ALIVE! At Cardinal McCarrick
Faith Alive! assists students who have 

not received any of the 3 sacraments of ini-
tiation – Baptism, Eucharist and Confirma-
tion. We also have students who did receive 
their sacraments to assist the others in their 
faith journey.  It was felt that these students 
would be comfortable in preparing for the 
sacraments with their peers.

Our spiritual purpose is having the 
students know that they need to live out 
their faith. Hence the name given “Faith 
Alive!”

Currently we have about 12 students 
participating in our group. It is open to any 
student of CMHS who has an interest in 
learning more about their faith and living 
their faith.  We have three students preparing 
to receive Confirmation.

We usually meet twice a month in the 
Campus Ministry room and discuss founda-
tions of our faith, led by Fr. John. Sometimes 

it is pure theology (but very different than in 
class), sometimes issues of today, such as:  
immigration, poverty, homelessness, etc. 
(Catholic Social Teaching). Students also 
discuss whatever might be on their minds. 
We end with prayer in the chapel. Father 
John usually has a prayer service related to 
discussion or the topic of the day.

Once a month we go on a field trip.  This 
year we have gone to: Cheesequake Park on 
St. Francis of Assisi to discuss Franciscan 
spirituality, Consolata Misssionaries in 
Somerset, St. Mary’s Cemetery in South 
Amboy, LifeChoices in Metuchen, Amboy 
Care Center in Perth Amboy and now are 
preparing to serve dinner to the homeless 
at the Salvation Army in Perth Amboy.  In 
March there will be a sing-a-long at a nurs-
ing home in Perth Amboy.  The year will 
culminate at our school liturgy on Ascension 
when three students will be confirmed.

Sayreville 30 Years Ago
1979-The Borough of Sayreville's 

governing body consisted of: Mayor John 
E. Czernikwoski, and Councilmen Kenneth 
W. Buchanan Sr., Alvin W. Jolly, Joseph M. 
Keenan Jr., Thomas R. Kuberski, Raniero 
Travisano, and Felix E. Wisniewski.

Raymond Sweeney was the Chief of 
Police, and John Kennedy was the Fire 
Chief.

John McCormack was the Recreation 
Director, Geraldine Creamer-Library Di-
rector, Margaret Bertagna-Acting Borough 
Clerk, Alan J. Karcher-Borough Attorney, 

Herbert Bierman-Municipal Magistrate, 
Julian Ciecko-Superintendent of Parks, 
Edward F. Fielek-Welfare Director, John M. 
Zollinger-Construction Official.

LUCK
‘O
THE
IRISH
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W.W.W.?

Does this look like a place you may pass each day?   Well, it probably is.  Send your answer 
to: satimes@aol.com.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Winners
There were quite a few winners for last 

month's photo, which we initially expected 
to be pretty difficult.  The photo, which was 
submitted by Bill Garnett, was the guard 
house/gate house at the old National Lead 
site on Chevalier Ave. in Sayreville.

The following correctly identified the 

building: Chuck Pickard, John Ziola, Tom 
Harvey, W. Tom Kross, Chuck Esposito, Niel 
Schuirg, Jeff Gerstacker, Dolores Dohaney 
Dabney & Bill Dabney, Bob Bender, Don 
Zrebiec, Debbie Wojaczyk, Claire Kuhn, 
Marian Mills, and the super team of Roxanne 
Keegan, Dawn Roberts, and Kevin Kania.

Dear Tom,
Your recent feature about the Christmas 

ornaments of South Amboy that were made 
by Mr. Lobycz and my father, was of great and 
enormous interest to many of your readers, 
and especially us.  Anne and I appreciated 
the excellent, professional article that was 
in your January issue.  We enjoyed it very 
much!  Your enthusiastic dedication has 
produced a very real and worthwhile result 
with competence.

Keep up the good work!  We can't wait 
for the next issue!

Anne & Joe Lotkowictz
South Amboy

Dear Editor,
We just received our very first issue of 

The SA Times.  It's a great newspaper that 
informs of the present, and brings you back 
in time, having good memories.  Congratula-
tions on a job well done!

Dolores Dohaney Dabney & Bill 
Dabney

(Formerly of South Amboy)
Manahawkin, NJ

Dear Tom,
Please renew my subscription.  I read ev-

ery article in your newspaper and pass it onto 
friends formerly from Morgan, David Servis 
and Dennis Semanik.  I lived in Morgan 57 
years and moved back home to Carolina in 
Jan. 2008.  Keep up the good work!

Thanks,
Bill McCarter
North Carolina (Formerly of Morgan)

Dear Tom, 
My sister Anne Lotkowictz has mailed 

me your newspaper several times and my 
husband George and I enjoy reading it so 
much that I would like to have your yearly 
subscription.  

You do such a great job in bringing back 
such fond memories of South Amboy and 
Sayreville!  Enclosed is a check for $20.  
Thank you again.

Best Regards,George & Shirley Quirk
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Whiting, NJ

Dear Editor,
I am enclosing a check for $20 for a 

subscription for my mother.  She grew up 
in Parlin, and gets your newspaper from my 
dad, who would get it from my Uncle John 
O'Brien.  She truly enjoys it, and it's about 
time she gets her own!

Thank You,
Susie Dial, Washington

Dear Editor,
Happy New Year Mr. Burkard and The 

SA  Times staff!  I always look forward to 
getting a copy of your newspaper when I 
visit my parents in town.

Don Zrebiec
(Formerly of South Amboy)

Tom,
I read The SA Times whenever I can get 

a copy, and find the articles to be great!  I 
would like to get a subscription of my own 
so could you let me know the subscription 
cost and where to mail a check.  Hope to 
hear from you soon.

Ray Selover
(Formerly of South Amboy)

Tom,
I just received a copy of The SA Times 

with the article on the Christmas ornaments 
created by Mr. Julius Lobycz.  Wonderful 
work and a real tribute to the important his-
tory of the town.  You do a great job with 
the newspaper, and again, it was a pleasure 
to correspond with you and assist with the 
article.  NJ is OK, but nothing could be finer 
than to be in Carolina.

Best Wishes,
Walt Przygocki
(Formerly of South Amboy)
North Carolina

Tom,
Sending you a $20 check for a 1-year 

subscription to The SA Times.  I've been 
enjoying the issues my sister mails to me.  
My wife even enjoys reading The Times, and 
she's not even from South Amboy.

Sincerely,
Bob Hoffman
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Florida

Hello Tom,
You have a great newspaper!  The photo 

for the January WWW.? contest is the gate-
house at National Lead's Titanium Division 
pigment plant in Sayreville.  Have a great 
new year, and keep up the good work with 
The SA Times!

Tom Harvey
Sayreville

Dear Editor,
Enclosed is a check for $40 to cover the 

cost of my renewal and to order a subscrip-
tion for my aunt.  She's been out of the area 
for some 25 years.  When I forwarded her 
a copy of my SA Times, she was thrilled to 
tears to read all the local names and news 
tidbits.

Mary Ann Zaleski
(Formerly of South Amboy/Sayreville 

Area)
New Jersey

Hi Tom,
Enjoy the newspaper and pass it on 

to my brother and sisters, who are also in 
Florida.

Bob Keating
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Florida

Tom,
Here is my $20 check for a 1-year 

subscription.  I enjoy The SA Times every 
month.  Keep up the good work!

Richard Letts
(Formerly of South Amboy)

Dear Tom,
My subscription renewal is coming to 

you via postal mail, but know that I enjoy 
seeing what your loyal readers and smart, 
consistent advertisers express to you in each 
issue.  Surely, what you also bring to those of 
us who are no longer "local" is a plus.

Thanks,
Vince Higgins
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Brielle, NJ

Hi Tom,
I enjoyed the Dec. 20th issue of The 

South Amboy-Sayreville Times.  You pro-
vided excellent coverage of community 
events with many pictures.  There was a 
fine story on the front page about the Dieker 
Farm, and inside in the sports section about 
the baseball players.  It takes me a long time 
to read the newspaper on the electronic 
viewer which enlarges the text and pictures, 
because of visual problems I'm going thru.  
I read the paper several times identifying 
all the people I once knew in South Amboy 
and Sayreville.

Adam Kierst
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Seattle, WA

*Note:  Adam Kierst, 89, passed away 
of Feb. 8th in the state of Washington.  God 
Bless him! 

Hi,
First I would like to "Thank You" for 

this wonderful newspaper!  Sure does bring 
back some wonderful memories!

Thank You Again,
Barbara Zielinski
Florida

Tomato Pies?
Remember when almost everyone 

called pizza pies tomato pies?  Well, South 
Amboy's Glenn Malkiewicz noted that in 
last month's issue, we mentioned the old 
Gay 90's famous, thin crust delicious pizza 
pies, and should have said tomato pies.  He is 
100% correct, and if anyone can remember, 
there was a sign in the back of the business, 
where the kitchen was, and it read "Tomato 
Pies."  Thank you, Glenn! 

in the 80's.  Ed O'Leary, 66, formerly of 
South Amboy died on Jan. 22.  He was a 
terrific softball player, in the SA Slow Pitch 
League in the early 1970's, known for his 
hustle and competitive spirit. Wayne Sturgis, 
64, formerly of South Amboy died on Jan. 
26.  He was a good guy who most recently 
was living in Atlantic City.  James "Big Jim" 
DeJoy, 76, who owned the Starlight Diner on 
Broadway for over 20 years, died on Jan. 31.  
Virginia Schwolow, 86, of Sayreville died 
on Feb. 2.  She was a past member/secretary 
of the Sayreville Republican Party.  Luke 
McCloud, 89, of Parlin died on Feb. 4.  He 
worked 30 years for the Federal Government 
at Port Monmouth as a Satellite Communica-
tions Specialist, retiring in 1978.  He also 
coached basketball for St. Mary's Grammar 
School, and baseball for the OLV team in the 
Sayreville Babe Ruth League.  Adam Kierst, 
89, formerly of South Amboy died on Feb. 
8.  He was one of the town's most talented 
photographers, and a local historian.  Adam 
once served as Publicity Chairman for the 
South Amboy Republican Party.  He was an 
avid SA Times reader/contributor, and will 
be sadly missed.  Janice Burbank, 77, of 
Parlin died on Feb. 8.  She was a Girl Scout 
troop leader of Troop 347, Sayreville, and 
also Commissioner of Laurel Park Junior 
Athletic Association.  Mary Grabowski La-
goda Mutilitis, 90, of Sayreville died on Feb. 
12.  She was owner/operator of Sayreville 
Recreation Bar & Bowling, "The Red Top" 
in Sayreville for over 40 years.  She was also 
chosen "Queen of Sayreville" in the town's 
first parade.   Kenneth Kubinak, 54, of South 
Amboy died on Feb.12 after a long illness.  
He was a member of Protection Engine Co., 
and ex-captain of Mechanicsville Hose Co., 
as well as an Exempt Fireman's Association 
member.  Ken was a past captain of the South 
Amboy First Aid Squad.  He retired from 
DuPont in 2005 after 25 years.  

May they rest and peace and never be 
forgotten.

Talk Of The Towns
continued from page 2

OLV Senior Meeting
The OLV Seniors will hold their monthly 

meeting on Friday, March 6, 2009 at 1PM in 
Monsignor Dalton Hall. Members are invited 
to wear favorite green clothing in honor of 
St. Patrick’s Day.  All members are asked 
to bring non-perishable food donations for 
St. Vincent de Paul Society. After a brief 
business meeting, light refreshments will be 
served. For further information or questions, 
please contact Teri at (732) 727-7639.

DeLucca-Lampart

Marty and Sharon Lampart of South 
Amboy announced the engagement of their 
daughter, Alison to Christopher DeLucca, 
son of Frank and Betty Ann DeLucca, also 
of South Amboy.

Alison is attending Kean University 
pursuing an Early Childhood Education 
Degree.  Christopher is a Physical Educa-
tion and Health Teacher at Irvington High 
School.  They are planning an August 2010 
wedding.
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5 Generations-Pictured (r-l) great-great grandmother, Marie Brown 80, of Morgan; Her 
son Michael J. Guerrieri 61, of Old Forge, NY, great-grandfather; His daughter Suzanne M. 
Gautieri, 41, of Belford, NJ, grandmother; Her daughter Lauren Gautieri, 21, also of Belford, 
NJ; Her new son Christian James Apel, born Oct. 30, 2008 of Belford, NJ.  Christian James 
can also boast of having 2 great-great-great-great uncles, both Marie Brown's fathers' 
surviving brothers, Anthony Perruso 92, of Forked River and Frederick Perruso 89, of 
Florida.  How many boys can say that?  Congratulations to everyone!  (Photo courtesy of 
Marie Brown) 

Captured
By Jim Phillips

Years ago, during the 1940's when I was 
a student at St. Mary's Grammar School, it 
was the practice of the school nuns to take 
the students over to church during Lent on 
Friday afternoons to attend "Stations of the 
Cross."

A group of us mischievous boys decided 
to break the line on the corner of Augusta 
St. and Stevens Ave., race down the Stevens 
Ave. incline, concealed by the high hedge 
row, turn right on Church St., and run down 
to Broadway.  We crossed over and went to 
Cap Delaney's Pool Hall.

We were having a grand time playing 
pool and drinking Stanley 5 cent sodas, when 
all of a sudden, guess who entered through 
the front door?  Monsignor Sullivan.  The 
Monsignor comes into the pool room and 
says "Good afternoon boys," well, we all 
dropped our cue sticks and sodas and raced 
back up Church St.  I ran so fast that my long 
knicker socks fell down to my ankles.  We 
all paid dearly for our misadventure.  

After this event, it was a known fact 
that Cap's Pool Hall was not opened on 
Friday afternoons during school hours dur-
ing Lent.

Former South Amboy resident, and currently The SA Times California Correspondent, Joe 
"Jesko" Jaskowiak (c) was reunited with his former St. Mary's High School teacher, Sister 
Mary Amadeo (r) by her sister, Gail Morganti (l).

Reunited After 42 Years
By Joe "Jesko" Jaskowiak

The SA Times California Correspondent

About 3 months ago, they moved my 
office to another building due to some con-
struction activity.  There were a few people 
in the area that I didn't know.  The second 
day that I was there, Gail Morganti, the 
secretary in the cubicle next to me asked me 
if I was from New Jersey.  I asked her how 
she knew, and she mentioned my accent, 
and that she was from Trenton.  Although I 
have worked at my company for 18 years, 
I had never seen Gail on campus.

We started talking over the next few 
days, and I mentioned to her that I had gone 
to school in South Amboy.  She then men-
tioned that she had a sister, who was a Sister 
of Mercy, who also had spent time teaching 
at St. Mary's High School there.  I told her 
the reason I can type so well is because Sister 
Mary Cephas taught me how, and I asked her 
if she knew what happened to some of the 
other teachers that I had.  Gail only mentioned 
that her sister's name was Elaine, and since 
I had never had a teacher with that name, I 
didn't make any connection.

After a few days, she asked me who my 
Geometry teacher was and I told her that it 

was Sister Mary Amadeo.  She immediately 
said, "That's my sister!"  As fate would have 
it, Sister Amadeo came out to see her sister 
Gail in mid-December of 2008, and I had a 
chance to see her after 42 years.  She came 
into our office and she met some of Gail's 
other co-workers.  She also mentioned that 
she occasionally sees Albie Gomolka, (The 
SA Times Poet Laureate) at her convent at 
Mount St. Mary's in North Plainfield, since 
his aunt, Sister Mary Gomolka is also a nun 
at that facility.  We had our picture taken 
holding a copy of The SA Times in front 
of the Christmas tree in our lobby.  It was 
great seeing her and it was an unbelievable 
experience. 

What are the odds of something like 
this happening? 

MARY RITA, MARY RITA, MARY RITA, 
MARY RITA:   PART TWO 

By Henny The DJ
This time I wanted to tell you about the 

DooWop music that pulled my fat out of the 
fire at a gig in Keansburg way back when I 
started to DJ, but that would be to lose sight of 
what this article is really all about. It is about 
Mary Rita, her act of kindness, and what it 
meant to me far beyond any notion that she 
or I could have had at the time.   Ironically, 
I talked to Mary Rita after the first part of 
this story came out, and she jokingly, very 
much in character , was quick to remind 
me that I truly wasn’t going to take the job 
in Keansburg until I found out it paid twice 
what I was making previously, lol.  I guess 
you could say my greediness overtook my 
insecurity, even though I was more nervous 
than a long tailed cat in a room full of rock-
ing chairs.

If you remember from last time, Mary 
Rita spoke up for me when an opening oc-
curred at the Main Street Tavern in Keans-
burg,  and how full of apprehension I was to 
try to pass myself off as an entertainer, when 
all I really had was a love of good rock and 
roll party music, a love of The Lynch Boys (a 
“down the shore” bar band that could make 
2000 people at The Sea Girt Inn sing and 
dance all night long), and a desire to  bring 
a meld of those two loves to my other love, 
the South Amboy  neighborhood bar scene, 
really just for the fun of it  

On this particular first night in Keans-
burg, Mary Rita wasn’t going to be able to 
make it to the bar and that was a big problem 
for me , because even after 28 years of doing 
DJ work and meeting every kind of party 
person imaginable from hosting hotel pool 
parties in Ocean City, Maryland,  to a MC’ing 
a Professional Wrestlers Ball in Bayonne, no 
one has even come close to her for knowing 
how to have a good time herself and how to 
spread that good time to the people around 
her. There isn’t a beat she can’t dance to, a 
song she doesn’t know the words to, or a 
joke she doesn’t know that will pick you up 
when the troubles of the world are impinging 
on your ability to have fun. 

When the rest of the crowd is looking 
at the dance floor like it’s some ominous 
minefield laden with maiming booby traps 
if you dare venture on it to dance, Mary Rita 
already has you by the hand and “dancing 
like no one was looking.”  So her absence 
this evening was going to be really rued by 
me and added to my concern about my abil-
ity to make this gig work. To make a long 
story short, it did. . It worked out so well that 
what was supposed to be just a “fill in for 
the band one nighter ” turned into a weekly 
thing for the next three years until the Main 
Street Tavern itself closed its doors.

Unbeknownst to me, Keansburg at that 
time was a town that was as heavily Irish 
in it’s make up and culture as even South 
Amboy was , probably more so, because 
these were the salt of the earth Irish, the blue 
collar Irish who would literally give you the 
shirt off their back if you needed it.  The Irish 
who would leave the last 10 dollars to their 
name on the bar for a tip because you were 
a hard working bartender or DJ and they had 
a good time.  Not only that, the Keansburg-
ers of the Main Street Tavern were directly 
related to the loyal Irish of the West Side of 
Manhattan, the part notoriously called Hells 
Kitchen. And every time there was a party 
in The Main Street, there would be a bus 
full of West Siders who would travel down 

from Manhattan. And every time there was 
a party for the people on the West  Side”, 
all the Keansburg people would travel en 
masse to ‘’the city.”

Among the regulars at the Main Street 
was a Irishman who worked as a stockbroker 
on Wall Street, and he had two of his kids 
graduating from college at the same time 
, so he hired out a very popular restaurant 
two blocks south of the World Trade Center 
called,  O’Hara’s, on a gorgeous Spring 
Sunday afternoon for his kids graduation 
party.  This restaurant was normally closed 
on the weekends as most establishments are 
in the Wall Street area, so he had the run of 
the whole place.  He engaged a first class 
band to work upstairs in the banquet room for 
the sit-down dinner and music for the older 
crowd, but they wanted some entertainment 
down in the street level bar for the “younger 
set”. And guess who they wanted?  That’s 
right old Henny the DJ, direct from the Main 
Street Tavern….by way of Mary Rita.

I can only say one thing, thank God for 
Build me Up Buttercup, Brown Eyed Girl, 
Runaround Sue, Havin’ A Party, It’s Rain-
ing Men, So Many Men, So Little Time, I 
Will Survive, I’m So Excited, and the whole 
gamut of those old DJ and band staples that 
still keep most parties cooking even today , 
because this so-called “hip” New York City 
crowd ate up every one of those songs and 
just about blasted the doors off O’Hara’s that 
sunny, sweet afternoon with their over the 
top partying. So much, in fact, that the two 
brothers who owned the bar, in voices so 
thick with Irish brogues that I could hardly 
understand them, asked me to be their regular 
DJ from then on. Me, Henny the Dj, from 
Upper David Street, getting the opportunity 
to work in the city that entertainers world 
wide aspire to. And, why?  All because 
Mary Rita thought of me and stood up for 
me when it counted..

Nothing ever stays the same and the 
first attack on the World Trade Center put 
O’Hara’s out of business for quite a while. 
But every time I see a picture of the still 
beautiful New York City Skyline, or drive 
through that Lincoln Tunnel to see a show or 
hang out in Manhattan, I remember back to 
the thrilling days of working there and how 
I owe it all to and I say thanks to Mary Rita, 
Mary Rita, Mary Rita, Mary Rita.

NEXT TIME:    DOO WOP MUSIC

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
(To be said when problems arise or when one seems 

to be deprived of all visible help, on far cases almost 
despaired of). Most holy Apostle St. Jude, faithful servant 
and friend of Jesus, the church honors and invokes you 
universally as the patron of hopeless cases, of things 
almost despaired of, pray for me, I am so helpless and 
alone. Make use I implore you of that particular privilege 
given to you, to bring visible and speedy help where help 
is almost despaired of. Come to my assistance in this 
great need that I may receive the consolation and help of 
heaven in all my necessities, tribulations, and sufferings., 
and that I may praise God with you and all the elect 
forever.  I promise O Blessed St. Jude, to be ever mindful 
of this great favor, to always honor you as my special and 
powerful patron, and to gratefully encourage devotion to 
you. Amen.  Thank You St. Jude. -E.P.

ST CLAIRE NOVENA
Ask St. Claire for these favors, 1 business, 2 

impossible.  Say 9 Hail Mary’s for 9 days with lighted 
candles.  Pray whether you believe in it or not.  Publish on 
the 9th day.  May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be praised, 
adored and glorified today and every day.  Request 
will be granted no matter how impossible it may seem.  
Publication must be promised.  B.T.S.

ST CLAIRE NOVENA
Ask St. Claire for these favors, 1 business, 2 

impossible.  Say 9 Hail Mary’s for 9 days with lighted 
candles.  Pray whether you believe in it or not.  Publish on 
the 9th day.  May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be praised, 
adored and glorified today and every day.  Request 
will be granted no matter how impossible it may seem.  
Publication must be promised.  B.T.S.

NOVENA TO ST. ANTHONY
Oh Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints,  your love 

for God and charity for his creatures made you worthy 
when on earth to possess miraculous powers.  Miracles 
waited on your word, which you were ready to speak 
for those in trouble or anxiety.  (Make request).  The 
answer to my prayer may require a miracle.  O gentle 
and loving St. Anthony whose heart was ever full of 
human sympathy, whisper my petition into the ears 
of the sweet infant Jesus who loved to be folded in 
your arms and the gratitude of my heart will be yours.  
This novena has never been known to fail.  Say Our 
Father, Hail Mary and Glory Be. -B.T.S.

Holy Name Meeting
The Middlesex County Federation of 

Holy Name Societies will hold its next 
meeting on Thursday, March 26 at Our 
Lady of Ostrabrama Church, Jackson St. & 
Whitehead Ave., South River, beginning with 
a Mass at 7 p.m.  A buffet meal will be served 
before the meeting.  All County Federation 
members are invited to attend.

ST.
PATRICK’S

DAY
PARADE

MARCH 14TH
DON’T MISS IT
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Obituaries
Anghelone, Margaret, 55, of Parlin died 

on Feb. 13.
Bender, Leona Misiewicz, 52, of Sayre-

ville died on Jan. 28.
Bisaha, Richard "Dick" Sr., 77, formerly 

of Sayreville died on Feb. 16.
Bobowski, Barbara J., of Parlin died 

on Jan. 26.
Brush, Joseph J., 79, of Sayreville died 

on Dec. 14.
Buchberger, Lyle J. "Bob"/"Bucky," 80, 

of Parlin died on Jan. 12.
Burbank, Janice L., 77, of Parlin died 

on Feb. 8.
Chylko, Dolores, 83, formerly of Sayre-

ville died on Jan. 20.
Cieslarczyk, Virginia Zarembski, 78, 

formerly of Sayreville died on Jan. 23.
Cross, Andrew, 76, formerly of Melrose 

died recently.
Csorba, Theresa Grembowicz, formerly 

of South Amboy died on Feb. 11. 
Dehnz, Jess H. Jr., 58, of Sayreville 

died on Jan. 21.
Dobias, Richard S., 77, of Parlin died 

on Jan. 7.
Donnelly, Joseph F. Sr., 81, of South 

Amboy died on Jan. 15.
Georges, Kervin, 17, of Morgan died 

on Jan. 10.
Giddes, Rose A., 89, formerly of South 

Amboy died on Jan. 12.
Graw, Jay A., 73, of Morgan died on 

Feb. 16.
Grimm, Lois M. Kozlowski, 56, of 

Sayreville died on Jan. 27.
Janas, Edward S., 89, of Melrose died 

on Feb. 4.
Jones, Irene Gilewski, 82, of Sayreville 

died on Jan. 16.
Keller, Walter J. Sr., 90, of Parlin died 

on Jan. 18.
Kierst, Adam J., 89, formerly of South 

Amboy died on Feb. 8.
Klein, Ted, 50, of Morgan died on 

Jan. 17.
Knabenhans, Paula, 92, of South Amboy 

died on Feb. 16.
Kubinak, Kenneth G., 54, of South 

Amboy died on Feb. 12.
Lasiewicki, Mary Pawlak, 90, of South 

Amboy died on Jan. 31.
Lovely, Monica, 72, formerly of Morgan 

died on Jan. 16.
McCloud, Luke F., 89, of Parlin died 

on Feb. 4.
Mercer, Edward Everett Haines "Rip," 

94, formerly of South Amboy died on Jan. 24.
Monks, George W. Sr., 85, of Parlin 

died on Jan. 16.
Moskwa, Ann E., 81, of South Amboy 

died on Jan. 26.
Murphy, James J. Jr., 79, of Parlin died 

on Feb. 6.
Mutilitis, Mary Garbowski Lagoda, 90, 

of Sayreville died on Feb. 12.
Niederoest, Werner A., 87, of Parlin 

died on Jan. 29.
O'Leary, Edward, 66, formerly of South 

Amboy died on Jan. 22.
O'Such, Adele Zwolenski, 86, of Sayre-

ville died on Jan. 16.
Pfarr, E. Brian, 51, of Parlin died on 

Jan. 15.
Przybylko, Benjamin, 88, formerly of 

Sayreville died on Jan. 24.
Przygoda, Barbara, 68, of Sayreville 

died on Jan. 10.
Quinlan, Alfred J., 80, formerly of South 

Amboy died on Feb. 10.
Reiner, Betty, 98, of South Amboy died 

on Jan. 15.
Schaefer, Dorothy "Dot," 62, formerly 

of South Amboy died on Feb. 11.
Schmauch, Pearl M., 71, formerly of 

Sayreville died on Dec. 26.
Schott, Mary Batko, 97, of Sayreville 

died on Jan. 28.
Schwolow, Virginia, 86, of Sayreville 

died on Feb. 2.
Sissick, Martha, 87, of Sayreville died 

on Jan. 22.
Slomko, Anna, 84, formerly of Sayre-

ville died on Feb. 15.
Sorrentino, Helen J. Jakubczak, 88, of 

South Amboy died on Jan. 25.
Starzynski, Helen, "Illy," 60, of Sayre-

ville died on Jan. 15.
Stock, Art, 74, formerly of Sayreville 

died on Jan. 25.
Strugala, Louis M. Sr., 90, of Sayreville 

died on Jan. 30.
Sturgis, Wayne W., 64, formerly of 

South Amboy died on Jan. 26.
Tabaszewski, Martha R. Gomolka, 91, 

formerly of South Amboy died on Jan. 30.
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Danny Giovenco and his dad, George Giovenco Jr. finished the Walt Disney World Marathon 
on Sunday 1/11/09 in Disneyworld, Florida!  The 26.2 mile course covered ground in each 
of the four parks and attracted over 14,000 participants.  All athletes entering the Half 
Marathon and/or Marathon must maintain a 16-minute per mile pace or faster throughout 
the race, finishing the Half Marathon in 3.5 hours and the Marathon in 7 hours.  George, 
(age 50) and Danny (age 20)  were well ahead of the cutoff as they completed the course 
in 5 hours and 48 minutes, which is about a 13 minute per mile pace.
Congratulations to both of the Giovencos - who are now considered "Marathon Men!" 
(Photo Submitted)

The Dowdell Library of South Amboy held a Lincoln's Bicentennial Party on Feb. 7.  Pictured 
(l-r) are Mary Todd Lincoln (portrayed by South Amboy's Judi Cox), Barbara Bringman, 
Library Assistant, and Elaine Gaber, Library Director.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

The South Amboy Knights of Columbus Council 426 presented a donation of $1,095 to the 
Sayreville Brain Injured Children.  The Knights raised the money through a Spring Special 
Needs Fundraiser.  The presentation took place at a Valentine's Day party.  Pictured (l-r) 
Grand Knight Mike Ricciardi, Denise Juliano, Chris Johnson-Game Instructor/Lifeguard, 
and Past Grand Knight Al DiGuilio.  (Photo by Tom Burkard) 

Aidan Kenny turned 5 years old and for his birthday party he asked his friends to please bring 
food instead of a gift, for the food bank. Here, Aidan on the right, and his brothers, Anthony 
and Andrew deliver a boxful of food to the St. Mary’s Food Pantry. Thanks Aidan!
(Photo submitted)

Two swans and a duck are pictured at Kennedy Park in Sayreville after a February snowfall.  
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

Canadian geese are shown feeding along the edge of the lake at Kennedy Park.  (Photo 
by Tom Burkard)

Sheldon O'Rourke  (r) President of the Morgan Lions Club presents a check for $1000.00 
to the Morgan First Aid Squad. Accepting the check is Tony Scamardella (l) President of 
the Morgan First Aid Squad. (Photo submitted)
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Babies Need Exercise Too!

Getting babies to be active really is not 
difficult.  Put a 3-month old briefly on his 
tummy and watch him struggle to lift his 
head.  Provide small crawlers with sturdy 
furniture to pull on and soon they will stand.  
However, too many babies and tots are con-
fined for long periods in strollers, baby seats, 
and walkers, says the National Association 
for Sports and Physical Activity.

Babies, toddlers and preschoolers need 
simple but targeted daily activities that are 
crucial building blocks in learning to walk, 
run, and eventually do all the other tasks 
the rest of us take for granted, the Asso-
ciation says in new guidelines for children 
under 5.

The non-profit group establishes exer-
cise guidelines for babies and older children 
to help parents, teachers, and day care centers 
to help develop motor skills.  Many parents 
assume skills such as rolling, sitting and 
walking will just come naturally as babies 
grow, says guidelines co-author Jane Clark, 
a movement specialist at the University 
of Maryland.  "You have to provide an 
environment that hooks the brain up to the 
muscles," she said.

"We 'containerize' kids to keep them 
safe while parents are busy," added Michigan 
State University exercise physiologist Jim 
Pivarnik, a co-author of the guidelines.  Give 
them a safe environment and "let them out, 
let them explore, let them move."

For example, an infant who spends 
much of the day in a bouncy seat may like 
watching the suspended toys, but prob-
ably will roll over or sit later than babies 
who spend more time stretching out on a 
blanket.  Those babies that don't develop 
the cross crawl pattern before walking have 
been shown to have hand-eye coordination 
problems which leads to further physical 
and mental challenges.

Fishing Flashes  
By Teo “Weeble” Weber

Salt Water
For those that want them, Mackerel 

plus Herring are still around.  They will not 
stay around long however, that leaves only 
Blackfish and Ling witch now is fair at best.  
Some of the Blackfish are quite large, go-
ing over 10 pounds.  Boats that are making 
special trips to the Mud Hole Wrecks are 
doing well with Ling, but very few Cod and 
Pollock.  Off shore Sea Bass trips are very 
good.  A friend of mine won the pool with 
a Sea Bass on the Jamaica with one going 
7 pounds.  The surf right now is quiet.  Not 
much going on now.  Bay and river fishing 
for Striped Bass opens March 1st.  It will 
be slow until later in the month.  The latest 
information on the 2009 Fluke season is that 
we may lose a few days, but may stay at the 
18-inch size limit.  This is due to supposedly 
over fishing?  

Some Herring are being caught in the 
Manasquan Inlet on sabiki rigs.
Fresh Water

 Lake Hopatcong and 
other northern lakes have 
had enough ice. Live Shin-
ers are taking Perch & 
Pickerel.  In these lakes 
that have Trout, some 
big ones are being pulled 
up through the ice.  Stream 
fishing in the Mustconetcong 
and other stocked streams 
that have open water, have 
holdover trout. There are 
some large fish 
to be had.
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Former South Amboy residents and avid SA Times readers, Bob and Sue (Olenczak) Olin, 
show their favorite newspaper, The South Amboy-Sayreville Times, which they took with 
them on their cruise to Cabo San Luchi, Mexico.  (Photo courtesy of Bob & Sue Olin).

South Amboy High School History Teacher/Coach, Tony Gonsalves (l) and Bob MacDonald 
(r), Past Commander of the South Amboy Disabled American Veterans, are pictured at 
Inauguration Day at the nation's capital, with the White House in the background.  (Photo 
submitted) 

Carney Releases 
New Book

James Carney, who is active in South 
Amboy and Sayreville life, has his second 
book published, and it can be purchased now 
on line at Xlibris.comBookstore, or from Jim 
at 732-721-6863.

 "Short and Shorter Stories-For People 
Who Don't Have Time To Read," has short 
family, funny, romantic stories and essays 
with a touch of the supernatural and (some 
crime, sports, and photos).  The book also 
has light poetry and funny one-line observa-
tions.  Excerpts from the book can be seen 
online@Xlibris.combook.

Our Inauguration Experience
By Tony Gonsalves

Six months ago, my son Jared, his friend 
Maria, Bob MacDonald and I had decided to 
book a room for what we believed would be 
one of the most extraordinary events of our 
lifetimes: the election of Barack Obama as 
the nation's 44th President.  As we all know, 
his mantra for the entire primary process was 
"Change."  If America voted for him, change 
would certainly come in the form of the 
country's first African American President.  
Not only was the country facing enormous 
economic problems, but situations overseas 
seemed to be worsening compounded by the 
absence of global leadership.

We headed to College Park, Maryland 
where we would be staying for 3 nights and 
checked into our hotel.  Downtown Wash-
ington was a short Metro ride away, and 
without delay, we were on our way.  On this 
crisp afternoon, a huge concert was taking 
place on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial 
with the likes of Bruce Springsteen, Stevie 
Wonder and so many more.  We stayed for 
a while and then headed back to our hotel 
area.  Prior to our departure from home, we 
had looked up local Disabled American Vet-
eran and American Legion Posts that might 
be close to our hotel.  We were quite lucky 
because an American Legion Post was within 
walking distance, and when we arrived, it 
was crowded with football fans.

We decided that the next day we would 
check out the Mall again and select an area 
to view one of the many "Jumbotrons" for 
the Inauguration.  This would be a day for 
pictures, a little sightseeing, some shopping 
and then a quest for an Irish Pub.  The day 
went exactly as planned!

Tuesday, Inauguration Day, would be an 
early one.  Before we left the hotel, we looked 
at each other and sensed that we would be 
part of history.  We left at 4:30 a.m., and were 
on the Mall and in our spots by 5:30.  The 
Inauguration was not to get under way until 
11:30.  What to do?  Well, there wasn't much 
to do but to try to stay warm!  As a matter 

of fact, we would be in the cold for 8 hours 
until we reached our Pub.  The highlight of 
the wait had to be when they rebroadcast the 
concert and Garth Brooks did his version of 
"Shout."  I stood on the bench we were lucky 
enough to get hours earlier, and videotaped 
thousands of people jumping to "Shout."  It 
was one of the most incredible sights I had 
ever witnessed.

Throughout the course of the morning, 
there were many chants, songs and meeting 
people from all over the country.  I did all 
that, but more importantly, for me it was a 
time of reflection.  I thought about moving 
to South Amboy in 1965, where things were 
so much different than Jersey City, where 
I had a rainbow coalition of friends, and 
never experienced discrimination.  It was a 
bit different here for a while.  On the Mall, 
that day, I thought about not only how far 
South Amboy has come, but also how far 
the Nation has come.  I thought about how 
proud I am of my city, how proud I am 
to be an American, and that maybe today 
would begin the process that would bring 
the country back to its leadership role not 
only here, but throughout the world.  God 
Bless America!

Lenten Play At 
Sacred Heart 
Church

The Xavier Company from New York 
City will present its highly-acclaimed Pas-
sion Play for the Lenten Season, "No Greater 
Love" at Sacred Heart Church, South Amboy 
on Friday, March 27th, at 8 p.m.   The play 
is a vibrant musical drama that celebrates 
the passion, death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, and will be performed in the sanctu-
ary of churches throughout the tri-state area 
during the 2009 Lenten Season. 

Former Morgan resident, Sacred Heart 
School graduate, and 1970 St. Mary's High 
School graduate, Barry Gomolka will be 
featured in the professionally-trained cast.

Don't miss this captivating performance 
of "No Greater Love" that brings to life 
the timeless and sacred story of the Pas-
sion of Jesus Christ.  Admission is FREE, 
and donations will be accepted.  For more 
information, contact Sacred Heart Church 
732-721-0040.

Parade Grand 
Marshal John M. 
Donnelly

South Amboy native John M. Donnelly 
is a proud son of South Amboy.  Born in South 
Amboy Hospital, he is as life-long resident 
of our city.  A graduate of Saint Mary’s High 
School, he has always considered South 
Amboy a perfect place to call home.  His 
Irish heritage has always been a source of 
pride for him and his family.

John Donnelly served in the Marine 
Corps and is a respected Korean War Vet-
eran.

John joined Progressive Fire Company 
as a “Buffalo” in the 50’s and was inducted as 
a regular member of the Company in 1954.  
He rose through the ranks of the Fire Depart-
ment and was made Chief of the SAFD in 
1978.  He remains active in the department 
celebrating 54 years of service this year.  

John was married to the former Joanne 
O’Leary who cared for so many of our City 
children during her long tenure as South 
Amboy’s School Nurse.  Joanne Donnelly 
shared her husband’s love of our city and its 
proud Irish heritage.  They are the parents 
of three children; the late John M. Don-
nelly Jr., Maryellen, Thomas and the proud 
grandfather of Thomas and Megan. 

John Donnelly is retired from Hercules 
after a long and distinguished career.  He is 
a member of the Ancient Order of Hiberni-
ans, Veterans of Foreign Wars, as well as a 
founding member of the John M. Donnelly 
Foundation.  He continues to add to the fabric 
of our city, bringing the spirit of community, 
service and dedication to these organizations 
through his participation.

Parade Deputy 
Grand Marshal 
Thomas J. Noble

Thomas J. Noble is a lifelong resident 
of South Amboy.  He served on the South 
Amboy Police force for 30 years retiring as 
a Detective Sergeant in June of 1995.  Cur-
rently he is a member of the Ancient Order of 
Hibernians, the Middlesex County Chapter 
#9 Emerald Society, receiving the honor of 
Irishman of the year in 2004, serves as a 
Board Member of New Jersey State retired 
Police and Fireman Association of Middle-
sex and Monmouth County, the American 
Legion Luke A. Lovely Post #62 and South 
Amboy Knights of Columbus.

Thomas J. Noble’s past associations 
include South Amboy Municipal Alliance 
Against Drugs and Alcohol Abuse, South 
Amboy Shade Tree Advisory Commission, 
South Amboy Elks, President of the Frog 
Hollow Swim & Tennis Club, President, 
Central Jersey Police Film Library, SAFD 
Protection Engine Company member, Vol-
unteer Board Member, Raritan Bay Credit 
Union.

Thomas J. Noble has been married to 
Mary Halmi Noble for 48 years.  They have 
4 children, Mary Repice, Ann Noble, Tom 
Noble, and Jennifer Kilcooley.  He is the 
proud grandfather of 9 children.

The Miraculous Prayer
Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I have asked for 

many favors.  This time I ask you this my special one 
(mention favor).  Take it, Dear Jesus, and place it within 
your own broken heart, where your Father sees it.  
Then, in His merciful eyes, it will become your favor, 
not mine.  Amen.  EP

A PRAYER FOR HEALING
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come 

to You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch 
my soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch 
my heart with Your courage and infinite love for all.  
Touch my mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth may 
always proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach out 
to You in my need.  Help me to lead others to You by 
my example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, bring me 
health in body and spirit so that I may serve You with 
all my strength.  Touch gently this life which you have 
created.  Amen -T.B.

NOVENA TO ST. ANTHONY
Oh Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints,  your love 

for God and charity for his creatures made you worthy 
when on earth to possess miraculous powers.  Miracles 
waited on your word, which you were ready to speak 
for those in trouble or anxiety.  (Make request).  The 
answer to my prayer may require a miracle.  O gentle 
and loving St. Anthony whose heart was ever full of 
human sympathy, whisper my petition into the ears 
of the sweet infant Jesus who loved to be folded in 
your arms and the gratitude of my heart will be yours.  
This novena has never been known to fail.  Say Our 
Father, Hail Mary and Glory Be. -B.T.S.

NOVENA TO ST. ANTHONY
Oh Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints,  your love 

for God and charity for his creatures made you worthy 
when on earth to possess miraculous powers.  Miracles 
waited on your word, which you were ready to speak 
for those in trouble or anxiety.  (Make request).  The 
answer to my prayer may require a miracle.  O gentle 
and loving St. Anthony whose heart was ever full of 
human sympathy, whisper my petition into the ears 
of the sweet infant Jesus who loved to be folded in 
your arms and the gratitude of my heart will be yours.  
This novena has never been known to fail.  Say Our 
Father, Hail Mary and Glory Be. -B.T.S.
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On Saturday January 24, Boy Scout Troop 91 of South Amboy, participated in the Semeos district Klondike Derby at Thompson Park, 
Jamesburg. The boys went to 8 different stations to show their scouting skills, i.e., fire building, lashings, knots, first aid, etc. The Raven 
patrol placed 4th, Hawk patrol placed 6th,  the Diamond Back patrol placed 7th overall in the junior division and the Grizzly patrol placed 
7th overall in the senior division. There were over 33  troops there with a total of over 500 scouts. A great time was had even though the 
temperatures were around 25 degrees and  windy. Pictured here are the boys with their sleds getting ready to start there day. (Photo 
Submitted)

Ronald G. Rios

Middlesex County 
Public Health 
Department
Cancer Education 
and Early Detection 
Program (CEED)

By Ronald G. Rios
Middlesex County Freeholder
Chairperson, Committee of Public 

Health and Education
Through its various departments, 

Middlesex County offers a wide range of 
programs and services to the more than 
780,000 residents that live here.

As Freeholder Chair of the County’s 
Public Health and Education Committee, I 
plan to explore, through a monthly column, 
the many offerings of the Middlesex County 
Public Health Department. It is my hope that 
by doing so, you, our residents, will be better 
informed about the opportunities available 
and the ways we can work together to im-
prove our individual and collective health.  

This month, I’d like to discuss our very 
active Cancer Education and Early Detec-
tion (CEED) program. The primary focus 
of the CEED program is to provide FREE 
cancer screenings to women and men who 
are uninsured or underinsured.

County residents, who meet New Jersey 
Department of Health and Senior Services 
income guidelines, are eligible to be screened 
for breast, cervical, colorectal and prostate 
cancers.

The CEED program, which is paid 
for through Federal and State funds, also 
provides outreach, education, case manage-
ment, tracking, follow-up and facilitation 
into treatment for its clients.

The Middlesex County Public Health 
Department is the lead agency in the County 
for the administration of this program. 

Middlesex County was one of the initial 
five counties in New Jersey to receive a block 
grant to establish a CEED program in 1993. 
Since then, more than 11,000 individuals 
have attended the program.

The CEED screening services available 
include: 

Breast cancer screening for eligible 
women and men 40 years of age and older

Cervical cancer screening for eligible 
women age 18 and older

Colorectal cancer screening for women 
and men age 50 and over. Clients under 
the age of 50 may be screened if they are 
considered high-risk due to a personal or 
family history.

Prostate cancer screening for men 50 and 
older or high-risk men age 45 and older

To find out if you are eligible for free can-
cer screenings through the CEED program, 
contact the Middlesex County Public Health 
Department at (732) 745-3127 (English) or 
(732) 745-3107 (en Español ). 

Make preventative screenings part of 
your health routine. Early detection can 
save lives. 

Middlesex County 
Freeholder
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Our Lady of Victories School in Sayreville is participating in the United States Marine Corp 
“Marine Angels” program and have adopted Carlos “Speedy” Gonzalez of Perth Amboy 
and his troop now serving in the Iraq War. Each grade level donated a variety of items to 
create a huge care package for each member of Speedy’s unit. Cards and letters of support 
are also being sent. The program began during Catholic Schools Week and will continue 
throughout the rest of the school year. (Photo submitted)

Kindergartener David Carver reads to fourth graders at Sacred Heart School. (Photo 
submitted)

Parents help students with a craft project in the Beginnings preschool visitation day during 
Catholic Schools Week at OLV. (Photo by S. Conlon)

Students at Cardinal McCarrick HS had a great time during Catholic Schools Week in 
January. (Photo Submitted)
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